[ Tuesday, 19 August, 1975] 2093

statement to the address
shown in that Appendix,
the purchaser or hailee
shall not thereafter be en-
titled under section four of
this Act to terminate the
agreement.

(3) If, after a statement
has been posted to & pur-
chaser or bailee pursuant
to subsection (1) of this
section, the vendor or
dealer has contacted the
purchaser or bailee to sug-
gest that the purchaser or
bailee confirm the -credit
purchase agreement, the
provisions of subsection (2)
of this section do not ap-
ply.

New clause put and passed.
New clause 11—

Mr GRAYDEN: I move—
Insert after clause 10 the following
new clause to stand as clause 11—
Headlng 11. The principal Act is
substituted. gmended by deleting the head-
ing “SCHEDULE.” after sec-
tion 8, and substituting head-

ings as follows—

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE. .
New clause put and passed.
New clause 12—
Mr GRAYDEN: I move—
Add after clause 11 the following
new clause to stand as clause 12—

Segond 12. The principal Act is
Schedule  gmended by adding at the end

thereof a schedule as follows—

SECOND SCHEDULE,
STATEMENT.

{Insert name and address of
purchaser or ballee)

You may, by completing a
notice in the form of the Ap-
pendix to this statement and
posting it to the address shown
in that Appendix, confirm the
agreement made by you on
the .
respect tO ..o
{Insert conclse description of goods

or services.)

Under the Door to Door
(Sales) Act, 1964 (as amended)
you also have the right to ter-
minate the agreement within
seven days of its making.

NOTE.—If you complete and
post a notice in the form of the
Appendix to this statement you
will lose any rights you may
have had under the Door to
Door (Sales) Act, 1964 (as
amended) to ferminate the
agreement.

APPENDIX,
NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION.

TO e e
{Insert name and address of person
who has sent statement.)

Take notice that I hereby
confirm the agreement made
by me on the ... .. day of

respect t0 ... e
(Insert conclse description of goods
or services,)

I understand that in com-
pleting and posting this notice
I lose any rights that I might
have to terminate the agree-
ment under section four of the
Door to Door (Sales) Act, 1964
{as amended).

Dated this

*(Signed) ...
*To be signed k‘?yuthe purchaeger or
allee,

New clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.

Lpgislative Asgembly

Wednesday, the 20th August, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

Resignation.: Statement

MEMBER FOR GREENOUGH

If you did not receive a
statement of your rights to ter-
minate the agreement at the
time you made the agreement
you should seek advice.

SIR DAVID BRAND (CGreenough) [4.32
pm.]: Mr Speaker, I seek leave to make

& statement to the House,

The SPEAKER: Leave is granted.
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Sir DAVID BRAND: It is my wish to
have the opportunity to express my
appreciation to members of the House for
the wonderiul experience I have had as a
member of Parliament. Because of ill-
health, I would like to read what I want
to say to ensure I express myself to mem-
bers as I would like to.

As members are aware, I have not
enjoyed very good health in recent weeks,
and during that time I have made up my
mind that I should retire as the member
for Greenough. I intend therefore to hand
my resignation fo the Speaker.

It is not necessary for me to say I was
elected to Parliament on the 27th October,
1945. Since that time I have held a num-
ber of offices, including those of Whip,
Minister for Works, and Premier of the
State. I have already spoken to the House
when I retired as Leader of the Opposition
and handed over to the present Premier.
I do not want to repeat what I have said
already but I would like to mention the
very happy experience 1 had during the
12 years in which I led the Government of
the State of Western Australia. I am sure
that when 1 retired as Leader of the Oppo-
sition I expressed my thanks fo everyone
for the co-operation and help which were
forthcoming during that time and for the
backing and loyalty upon which every
leader must rely if he is to get anywhere.

I would especially like to mention the
staff of this House, the members of which
have always been co-operative and helpful
in every way.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to say a big “thank you” to the
electors of Greenough. It is a very large
district comprising rural areas and cover-
ing a region from the Murchison River
right down to the boundaries of the Coorow
Shire., It is with regret that I have come
to the decision to retire from Greenough,
because I believe there is a tremendous
amount of work to be done in the area,
anid I am hopeful that my successor will
experience the same co-operation, backing,
and loyalty that I have had. If I make
any comment at all to the member who
takes my place, it must be along the lines
that backing and loyalty are most essen-
tial. as of course they are to the Premier
and his Government if they are to be
successful during their term of office.

It is not everyone who has the oppor-
tunity to become the Premier of the State
of Western Australia—a huge State with
remarkable opportunities—and I hope 1
have played an important part during the
time X was its leader. 1T realise that right
now Australia and, indeed, Western Aus-
tralin are passing through rather difficult
times which are studded with financial
difficulties and problems of all kinds. Let
us hope that as time goes by the problems
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will be resolved and that we will pass into
steadier waters and see this great nation
of ours develop as I am sure we all hope

it will.

I must say that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, who has been here for 42 years, has
been most co-operative and helpful as far
as I am concerned. I offer him my con-
gratulations on the good health he enijoys
and the way in which he has continued
to work for his party. I can assure the
members of the Labor Party that when
John Tonkin retires & big hole will he left.
I wish to pay him that compliment.

I want to say “thank you” to the Prem-
jer of this State. As members know, I
worked with him for a number of years,
and I am sure durlng that time we
achleved a great deal. We achieved con-
siderable development in the north, in
which I am proud to have played some
part. I hope that as the opportunity is
afforded them, the Premder and his Gov-
ernment wiill meet with still further suc-
cesses.

As I relinquish my seai in this House, 1
would llke to think I shall have the op-
portunity to come back to visit mem-
bers and see how Parllament is continuing
to work. I have always enjoyed, as have
other members, a very high standard of
co-operation and “togetherness”, which I
helieve is essential if Parliament Is to work
well and do the right thing by the people.

I would also like to pay a tribute to the
members with whom I have worked—the
Hon. John Heltman and the Hon. Marg-
aret McAleer. They have both worked very
hard indeed for the area of Greenough and
I hope they meet with more and more
success. I pay a tribute to the work they
have done,

Following my decision to retire, I made
a request to the Speaker that I be given
the opportunity to thank membhers very
much for everything they have done for
me, the great help and backing they have
glven, and the understanding which I have
seen evident everywhere. It has not been
easy for me to overcome the problems
which I experlenced as a result of my
sickness, I am sure the fact that I have
some difficulty In putting my words to-
%_Iether fs understood by members of the

ouse.

I hove that the co-operation I have ex-
perienced continues in the future and that
1t 1s enjoyed by all the people who find
themselves saddled with the responslbility
of belng a member of this House. I sin-
cerely thank everyone for the opportuni-
ties afforded to me, and I hope that when
similar opportunities are afforded to mem-
bers, they will take them and they will
make Western Austrzlia a greater and
better place to live in.
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Mr Speaker and members, I thank you
for your help and backing. In 1945 I was
2 new member of Parliament, and per-
haps a little nervous. I weould like to say
that at the time my bhest man told me I
had been elected a member of Parllament,
I hardly realised the great responsibilliy
I had taken on. I hope, members, that I
have heen able to do a good job, and a
job that was satisfactory to each and every
one of you.

[Applausel

The SPEAKER: With the indulgence of
the House, rather than individual mem-
bers seeking leave to make a statement
in response, I propose to allow the Prem-
ier, the Leader of the Opposition, and in-
deed, any other member, to make what
valedictory remarks he may care to.

SIX CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) (441 p.m.]l: This is an occasion
that none of us welcomes, because it is a
sad occasion for us all when we find that
one of our number has come {p the stage
where he feels he should retire from this
Parllament. It is a particularly sad day
for me because Sir David Brand is a per-
son I have admired for many years. I have
worked under him and with him for a
long period and I regard him as one of
the great men I have met.

Sir David has had an illustrious career.
He came into this Parliament as the first
endorsed Liberal to be elected under the
new party led by Sir Robert Menzies im-
mediatcly after the war. He has that dis-
tinction throughout the whole of Australia.

He entered Parliament in his usual
modest way, with his usual dignity, and
quiet approach. It was not very long before
his presence was felt in this Parliament.
He rose to ministerial rank, and of course,
1t is now wel! known that he, working very
clasely with another great Australian and
well known Western Australtan, Sir Russell
Dumas, was responsible for the great
developpment in the Kwinana area which
meant so much to Western Australia. He
is a person who has great integrity, dignity,
and kindness, but along with these guali-
ties he has a great firmness. Those of us
who have worked under him know that
only too well. One appreciates and admires
such flrmness because with it he has a
great human understanding. I never
ceased to be amazed at his cavacity to
understand what was being attempted, to
grasp the big issues, and having com-
mitted himself to whatever we sought to
do, we could rely on the firm loyal sup-
port of a great friend and a great mind.

Some people have much greater acade-
mic and scholastic achievements than
others; some people have great learning
in terms of books, but it is given to very
few people to have great natural wisdom.
The longer I knew Sir David Brand the
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more I realised and felt the great strength
of this man’s natural wisdom—one of the
greatest assets that any man or any leader
can have.

It was because of this man’s tolerance,
his patience, his dignified approach, and
his kindness but firmness, that this State
achieved s0 much. If we loak at the record,
we find Sir David Brand’s influence goes
back to the Kwinana development, the
standard gauge railway, the record expan-
sion in farming, the iron ore in the Pil-
bara, the Ord River, and so the list goes
on. It does not end there because those
of us who have worked with him know of
his guiding hand In matters such as the
establishment of the Western Australian
Institute of Technology, the Murdoch
Unlversity, the Perth Concert Hall, and
many other such projects.

I am very grateful for the fact that I
was able to serve under somecne I regard
as a very great man. Members know he
had a record termt as Premier: a record
measured not only in terms of years, but
also measured in terms of achievement and
performance, I believe Sir David has estah-
lished his name for all time in the history
books of this State. As well as his integ-
rity and dignity, he has always been very
loyal. He knows what he stands for, and
he has been steadfast in what he seeks to
achieve,

We are all sorry that the burden of
office has caused hig illness and that this
has forced him to retire, No man has given
more of himself mentally, physically, and
in terms of family life, than Sir David
Brand. He stands as a monument to show
that some pecple serve their country in a
dedicated and selflesg way not only in
times of war but also in times of peace,

On this oceasion, Mr Speaker, I would
like to refer also to Lady Brand. Those of
us who know her well know her as Doris.
She is a wonderful person and she was
8 tremendous strength to Sir David Brand
during the 12 years that he was Premier
of this State. Those of us who have been
in Goyernment and in the Ministry know
how_ important it is to have contented
Cabinet Ministers' wives! Doris Brand was
a leader amongst the womenfolk and she
set a wonderful example in her home, her

;:‘c;nduct, and her appearances in public
ife,

Up to the time Sir David retired from
the Prermiership, wherever one went in the
i:ree world his name was known—not known
in a dramatic, spectacular way, but with
great sincerity. I believe he did more than
any man I know to establish the integrity
and potential of this State in the minds
of overseas businessmen.

So I say to you, Sir David, on behalf of
all of us who have had the honour to
serve in this Parliament, thank you for all
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you have done; thank you for the example
you have set. You will go down in the
history of this Parliament as one of West-
ern Australia’s most illustrious sons and
as a person who graced this Parliament
with his dignity. We wish you well, and
hope you have a recovery in your health.

[Applausel

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) [4.48 p.m.]1: T desire to take
advantage of this opportunity to express
some of my feelings on this occasion.
Inevitably there is considerable sadness in
a situation like this. It cannot be other-
wise when we know that one with whom
we have been associated closely for very
many years is to leave the immediate scene.
I say quite frankly that I experienced some
emotion myself at the knowledge that ill-
heaith has obliged Sir David to lay down
the responsibility of his membership for
Greenough and to retire from the political
scene, However, Sir David retires in the
knowledge that he has the goodwill of so
many members of Parliament, if not all
of them, and so many people of Western
Australia, and an appreciation on the part
of those people for whom he has worked.

Sir David Brand has led the Liberal
Party in Western Australia for 15 years.
That of itself is significant of the support
he has been able to attract from those
wiittltla dwhc)m he has been immediately asso-
ciated.

I agree with the remarks of the Premier
that Sir David has made his mark on this
State. During his Premiership of 12 years,
considerable progress was made in the
State's development under his leadership.

He has certainly done more than carve
a niche in Western Australia’s history; he
has established a well-known record as
having been the Leader of the Liberal
Party for 15 years and as having been
the Premier of this State for 12 years. 1
very much doubt whether that record will
be equalied or exceeded in any way because
it is a wonderful achievement. Leaders
do not last for long in politics. The fact
that Sir David led his party for 15 years
in 2 game which is a very serious one of
hurly-burly is indicative of the kind of
man he is.

I am reminded on an occasion like this
of something I read about a great
theologian, Henry Ward Beeccher, who was
born in 1813. He said—

A man will be what his most
cherished feelings are. If he encour-
age a noble generosity his own feel-
ings will be enriched by it; but if he
naurish bitter and envenomed thoughts
his own spirit will absorb the poison
and he will crawl among men like a
burnished adder whose life is mischief
and whose errand is death.
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I believe that Sir David Brand is & man
who has cherished and encouraged feelings
of goodwill and understanding and because
of that he has been able to be so eminently
successful.

I express very great regref on my own
behsalf, and on behalf of all members of
the party which I have the honour to
lead, at the fact that ill-health has
obliged Sir David to retire from politics.
He will be sadly missed.

[Applausel
MR OLD (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [4.52p.m.): I would like on

a personal hasls and on behalf of the Par-
lHamentary Country Party to pay a tribute
to Sir David Brand. Both he and his wife
have been known to me personally for
many years since he was simply David
Brand in Dongara. A man who has done
so much for the State ahd who has served
the State so well is deserving of all the
praise that can be heaped upon him. He
has been a great friend to all in Western
Australla and he has certalnly been a
great friend of and has co-gperated well
with the Country Party In several coall-
tlon Governments both with the late Mr
Arthur Watts and latterly with Sir Craw-
ford Nalder.

Sir David will be fondly remembered by
many and especially by those who have
had a personal association with him. I
would like on behalf of my parllamentary
colleagues to wish hilm well in his retire-
ment and to express the hope that now
that the burdens of office have heen lifted
from his shoulders his health will improve
sufficlently to enable him to enjoy his
retirement.

{Applause]

MR CARR (Geraldton) [454pm.];
Those who have spoken so far In tribute
to Sir David Brand upon his retirement
have all spoken on a State-wide basis and
have referred ito the contribution he has
made to the State as a whole, and have
discussed his performance and achieve-
ments in that regard over the Yyears.

I would llke briefly to comment from a
more local and perhaps parochial point of
view, because Sir David Brand's electorate
surrounds my electorate for some 100 miles
in all directions. In the short time I have
been the member for Geraldton I have
been consclous not only of the large elee-
torate surrounding mine, but salso of &
large aura surrounding me of a person
who is highly regarded by all of the people
who live In the region.

Geraldton is very dependent on the var-
lous areas around 14 which make up the
QGreenough electorate, and it is also very
important to all those areas.

I would suggest that while Sir David
may have had political ldeals different
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from those of us on this side, all the
peopie in that area of whatever political
affiliation they may be, have always ad-
mired the Integrity, the humility, and the
sheer decency of Sir David Brand. I would
certalnly llke to say how much the people
of that area have appreclated what he
has done for them, Individually, and also
for the individual towns.

1.

[Applause]

QUESTIONS (51): ON NOTICE
CENTRAL MIDLANDS HIGH

Mr

SCHOOL
Sports Ground

CRANE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

)

2

Will the Minister advise if work
has commenced on the fllling and
levelling of the sports ground of
the Central Midlands Senfor High
School?

If not, will he advise when it is
expected that this work will com-
mence, bearing in mind that it
was to have been carried out prior
to the 1975 winter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

1}

Mr

and (2) Work has not commenced
but the work has been listed for
funding from a future loan pro-
gramme. In the meantime, the
oval area will be mowed and rolled
as soon as weather permits, to
?rovide a reasonable playing sur-
ace,

RAILWAYS
Rossmore Siding: Closure

CRANE, to the Minister for

Transport:

1)

2)

(3)

With regard to the proposed
closure of the Rossmore siding as
advised by letter to me of 13th
May from the district {raffic
superintendent, Northam, is he
aware that I replied to his letter
advising that the Goomalling
Shire Council objected to this
siding being closed?

Is he also aware I have received
further objections to the closure
of this siding from the Goomal-
ling branch of the Farmers' Union
who have arranged a petition of
signatures of people objecting to
the closure?

Is he further aware that disre-
garding the objections already in-
dicated I have received a further
letter from the traffic superin-
tendent advising that approval
has now been granted for the
complete elimination of this sid-
ing and this will take effect as
from 25th August, 18752

3
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(4) Would he arrange for the post-

ponement of this closure pending
the proposed visit of Mr Pascoe,
Commissioner of Rallways, to
Goomalling on 3rd September
when a deputation of interested
parties will meet him and dis-
cuss this matter?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) My approval to the elim-

ination of Rossmore siding was
given on 30th April, 1975 following
a recommendation from the Com-
missioner of Rallways.

I was not aware of objections from
the Goomalling Shire Counell,
which were recelved following my
approval,

However, the Commissioner of
Rallways considered counell's
objection which consisted of a
petition from seven farmers indi-
cating the tonnages they antlei-
pated would be frelghted through
Rossmore during 1975-76.

The Commissioner did not con-
sider thls Information justified
reversing the previous decision.

I am not aware and nor is the
Railways Department, of any
objection or petition from the
Goomalling Branch of the Far-
mers’ Union.

(4) Yes.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Action by State Government

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that provisional Com-

monwealth Employment Service
statistics for July 1975 show that
in terms of actual unemployed &s
a proportion of the labour force in
each State, South Australia has a
lower figure than Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) If so, why did the Premier, when

speaking in reply to a censure
motion introduced by myself on
Wednesday, 13th August, state,
“Despite all the frustrations we
in Western Australia have experi-
enced, we have managed to pro-
duce an unemployment situation
which, although it is not good, is
much hetter than the national
average over five consecutive
maonths, and the best in Australia
today”?

(3} Is he also aware that even though

Western Australia has had bet-
ter than the national average over
five consecutive months, for every
other month of the term of his
Government’s office, with the
exception of November 1974,
Western Australia has heen above
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4)

16

(6)
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the national average in terms of
actual unemployed as a propor-
tion of the labour force in each
State?

Is he also aware that in terms of
actual unemployed as a propor-
tion of the lahour force, Western
Australia has not obtained better
figures than South Australia for
the past 14 months?

Did not he state in Parliament on
Wednesday, 13th August, speak-
ing to a censure motion intro-
duced by myself, that “In spite of
the frustrations of Canberra, I
remind members opposite that
our management here has been
such that we have been able to
get on top of the employment
situation, relatively speaking”?

Will he explain each and every
step taken by the State Govern-
ment to ease the unemployment
situation in this State, through
the diversion of State Govern-
ment funds for unemployment re-
lief and not by the distribution of
funds provided directly by the
Aystralian Government to the
State Government, or indirectly
through schemes such as the
National Employment and Train-
ing Scheme or the Regional Em-
ployment Development Scheme?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1

(2)
&)

Yes, the monthly review of the
unemployment situation, for July
1875, published by the Depariment
of Lebor and Immigration, shows
that the actual number of persons
unemployed as a proportion of the
labour force, was 3.43% in South
Australia, and 3.449, In Western
Australia,
However, I would girect the
Member's attention to the season-
ally adjusted figures shown In the
same publication which Indicate
the proportion of the work force
unemployed in each State to be—

N.S.W.—4.89.

Victoria—5.23.

Queensiand—>5.91.

South Australia—3.65.

Tasmania—4.15.

Western Australia—3.51.

The publication also shows that, in
seasonally adjusted terms, the per-
centage of the labour forece un-
employed in this State has been
better than the national average
since February., 1975, and better
than South Australia for the past
three months.

See answer to (1).

I am also aware that the Western
Australian figures were higher
than the national average when
my Government tock office, and

(4)
(5
6

Dr

Mr

the Member will appreciate that
it takes time to correct an estab-
lished adverse trend.

See answer to (1),

Yes.

I do not accept the assumption
implied in the Member’s question
that the only way to overcome un-
employment is by mounting Gov-
ernment financed unemployment
relief schemes. Indeed, nothing il-
lustrates more clearly the wide
gulf between the philosophy of the
Government and that of the
Members opposite.

Unemployment relief schemes are
nothing more than a palliative
that do nothing to correct the
economic conditions causing un-
employment,

The Government has done every-
thing in its power—and in a great
variety of ways—to stimulate. the
private sector to adopt a more
optimistic outlock and to plan now
for future growth, despite the
stultifylng effect of the Federal
Government’s policles.

In the present polltical and eco-
nomic climate at the national
level, this is not easy to do.

A small break In the clouds was
apparent in the Federal Treas-
urer's Budget Speech last night
when he belatedly acknowledged
the vital role of the private sector
in taking up the slack in employ-
ment,

I have no doubt that unemploy-
ment in this State could be elimin-
ated rapidly if the Whitlam Gov-
ernment would co-operate with us
in getting some major new de-
velopment projects off the ground
instead of frustrating private
enterprise and State Governments
at every turn,

WOREK FORCE
Government Statistic

DADOUR, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

Why, in May this vear, dld the
Government Statistician revise
the February 1975 figure for West-
ern Australia's work force, which
originally showed 466 500 but now
shows 496 000?

GRAYDEN replled:

The Australlan Bureau of Statis-
tics labour force bulletin February,
1975, preliminary statement No.
6.32 showed the Western Aus-
tralian total labour force to be
496 000, The labour force bulletin
issued on the 10th July, 1975,
which is a more detailed bulletin
confirmed the fizure of 496000 as
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the total labour force for Febru-
ary, 195, for Western Australia.
The labour force prellminary
statement bulletin just issued
shows the May figure to be 496 100.
The quarterly figure for November,
1974, showed the total labour
force as 488 700.

I am unable to trace the fligure of
466 500 quoted in the question.

5. GOVERNMENT INQUIRIES AND

INVESTIGATIONS
Nature

Dr DADOUR, to the Premier:

Would he list the nature of In-
quiries and investigations that
have been reported on since he
came to office either initiated by
his Government or the previous
Government under the following—
(a) those that have been made
public; and

(b} those that have not been
made public?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

It is assumed that the member
seeks information only about
major inquiries and investigations
that have been publicly announced
as such.

It would be impracticable to list
all inquiries and investigations of
varying size and imporfance which
are part of the day-to-day ad-
ministration of Government.

A list 1s being prepared and will
be conveyed to the member, on the
basis that my assumption above 1Is
the correct one.

6. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS

Class Sizes

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minlster
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1> At the end of April, 1974, what

2)

was the average class size per
teacher in—

(a) primary schools;
(b) secondary schools?

‘What were the comparable figures
for April 1975?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

1

and (2) The information
sought relates to average class size
per teacher. Such statistics are
subject to interpretation of the
basie information available.
If the average of all classes in
schools is calculated, the flgure
will be quite independent of the

number of teachers employed. If,
however, the number of children
in the schools is divided by the
number of teachers employed, the
statistic obtained is not an aver-
age class size per teacher but a
pupil-teacher ratlo, The figures
obtained in each case are quite
different,

It is not possible to make the
calculation at the end of April, as
requested, without a major survey
being undertaken. 'The reason is
that the standarg statistical dates,
as naccepted by the Australian
Education Council, are Msarch and
August of each year,

As an illustration of the differ-
ence in these statistics, the aver-
age class size at August 1974 in
primary schools was estimated to
be 32.80. This figure excludes
special schools, special aboriginal
schools, one-teacher schools and
special classes. At the same date,
in 1974, the pupil-teacher ratio in
primary schools, exciuding special
schools, was 28.37.

Statistics are not available for
August, 1975, but if the compari-
son is made at March 1975, the
figures for the primary schools
would be 31.00 and 24.79 respec-
tively,

With regard to secondary schools,
it is not appropriate to endeavour
to give a single statistic as has
been the case for primary schools.
The reason for this is that the or-
ganjzation of the upper and lower
schools in secondary education is
radically different. There 1s no
constant eclass size hecause the
teaching groups for core and op-
tional subjects are very different.

An analysis of a sample of
secondary schools made in August
1974 indicated that in the lower
school the average class size in
English, which is taken by all
students, was 31.5.

An analysis of upper school
classes indicated that the figure
for groups taking English at this
level was only 20.9.

The March 1975 figures indicate
that In the primary division the
average class size was 31.00 and
tz,gq,?tg the pupil-teacher ratio was

In the secondary division the
current figures are not available
for class sizes based on the teach-
ing of English for upper and lower
school groups. However, over the
whole division the pupil-teacher
ratio was 14.97 in March 1915,
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Grants Commission Programme

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Local Government:

With reference to the joint state-
ment by Senator D. McClelland
and Hon. Tom Uren, M.HR,, In
which they claimed that local
authorities within Westerm Aus-
tralia would receive more than
$7.5 million under the Grants
g:ommlssion programme for 1975-
6—

(a) is it correct that the grants
are being forwarded through
the State Government;

are there any conditions as

to the way in which local

authorities may spend their
allocation;

{¢) would he list the local auth-
orities to benefit from the
grants and the amounts allo-
cated to each?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) Yes. I understand the grant
is 1o be received in November
or December.

No. However, when the rele-
vant legislation was intro-
duced in the Commonwealth
Parliament, I understand
some conditions were at-
tached.

(e) List tabled herewith.
The paper was tabled (see paper No.
331). :

(b)

(b)

SHIRE OF HALLS CREEK
Grants

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) What grants from either the
State or FPederal Governments
have been made to the Shire of
Halls Creek—

(a) in 1974;
{h) in 1975 to date?

(2) What is the population of Halls

Creck?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) 1974-75— $
M.R.D. 85 000
Grants Commission 14 000
R.E.DS. . 21154
Department of
Aboriginal  Af-
fairs ... 132182
Lotteries ... 3 500
State Governmen
loeal authorities
assistance fund 7 000

10.

M.R.D,
granis ...
(b) 1975-76 to date—

Department of
Aboriginal  Af-
fairs
R.ED.S.

M.R.D,
grants . 1284

(2) At the present time about 1 300.

statutory
... 15522

91 401
. " 3647
statutory

TRAINEE TEACHERS
North-Wesl: Air Fare Entitlement

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
What is the air fare entitlement
for trainee teachers from the
north-west?

Mr O°CONNOR replied:

Under the school children sub-
sidy scheme, administered by the
Transport Commission, trainee
teachers are entitled to three
return trips per calendar year.
This subsidy is paid only if the
applicant is not entitled to any
free travel assistance under any
other scheme,

BANANAS
Price at Perth Markets

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How often in the last 12 months
has the price of hananas been be-
low $2 per carton at Perth mar-
kets?

Will he provide details of when
this situation has occurred?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) Metropolitan Market Trust re-
ports which provide information
on the price ranges in which most
sales are made, but not on lowest
price paid, indicate that during
the past twelve months bananas
were sold for less than $2 per car-
ton on nine market days.

Sales below $2 per carton were all
recorded between 21st February
and 23rd April, 1975.

2)

(2}

MEMBER FOR GREENQUGH

Resignation: Press Pholographs

The SPEAKER: Before I call on
question No. 11, I advise the House
that I have been requested by the
Press to allow photographs to be
taken of Sir David Brand while
he is sitting in the Assembly
Chamber, and I have given my
approval.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Group Perceniages: Comparison

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that the beef, mut-
ton, lamb and processed meats
components of the meat sub-
group of the food group consti-
tute only 9.92% of the total con-
sumer price index aggregate?

Is he also aware that the Treas-
ury Note on the CPI tabled by
him on Tuesday, 12th August,
indicates that in terms of a per-
centage increase from June 1976
over June 1974 Perth was 2%
higher than the six capitals’ aver-
age for the cereal products sub-
group, 4.1% higher than the six
capitals' average for the soft
drinks, icecream and confection-
ery sub-group, 1.9% higher than
the six ecapitals’ average for the
snacks and take-away food sub-
group, and 0.2% higher than the
six capitals’ average for the (other
food) sub-group, of the food
group?

Is he aware that the cereal pro-
ducts sub-group, the soft drinks,
icecream and confectionery sub-
group, the snacks and take-away
food sub-group and the (other
food) sub-group in combination
constitute 10.28% of the total
consumer price index aggregate?
Is he aware that beside the food
group, Perth was higher than the
six capitals’ average in the CPI
in terms of increases from June
1975 over June 1974 for every
other group in the CPI other than
the housing group?

Is he also aware that those
groups, other than the food group,
in which Perth was higher than
the six capitals’ average; namely,
the clothing and drapery group,
household supplies and equip-
ment group and miscellaneous
group, constitute approximately
51.31% of the total consumer
price index aggregate?

Does he maintain that he made
a correct statement to the Legis-
lative Assembly on Wednesday,
13th August, when he said with
reference to CPI figures tabled by
himself that, "By looking at them,
members opposite will find the
sole cause for Western Australia
having a higher CPI figure is the
price of meat”?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) Yes.

(2) Yes, but the weighted average dif-
ference in the movement of the
other items mentioned was only
2.4% against a differential move-
ment of 11.2% in the meat sub-

2

(3)

“4)

(5

(6)

12.

13.

14.

2101

group which carries a weighting of
10.75% of the total consumer
price index aggregate. The pre-
dominant influence of meat prices
in the overall movement of the
food sub-group, and indeed of the
whole indeX, is therefore ap-
parent.

Yes, but in no case was the dif-
ferential movement anywhere
near as great as that for the
meat sub-group.

Yes,

The Member s referred to my
reply to question 8 of Tues-
day, 12th August in which I dealt
fully with this matter. I do not
intend to engage in a constant
argument on the detailed inter-
pretation of statistics, which is
properiy a task for statisticians,

COUNTRY CENTRES
Growth Rates

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister Co-
Ordinating Economic and Regional
Development::
Which couniry centres in West-
ern Australiza are experiencing
the fastest growth rates at the
moment?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
If the Member could advise me
explicitly what information he is
seeking, and over what periods, I
will arrange for the information
to be conveyed to him.

(4}

(5}
(6)

WATER SUPPLIES
Wungong Brook Catchment Area

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
Is Wungong Brook or any part of
its catchment designated as a
water catchment area?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

Yes. It was gazetted on the 13th
November, 1925,

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Bedfordale Rural Zomne

Mr TAYLOR to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:

(1) Has his department made an im-
pact study of the proposals with
respect to the Bedfordale special
rural zone (amendment No. 25
to town planning scheme No. 1
of the Shire of Armadale-Kelm-
scott) ?

If “Yes"—

{(a) on what date was such a
study made;

(b} by whom was the study re-
quested;

2)
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16.

(c) would he table a copy of
such statement?

(3) If “No” to (1), would he under-
take as a matter of urgency to
have a study made of that part
of the Bedfordale valley likely to
bhe affected by the proposals?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2} Answered by (1).

(3) No—review by appropriate Gov-
ernment service departments has
been undertaken to my depart-
ment’s satisfaction.

WATER SUPPLIES

Bedfordale Rural Zone:
Catchment Area

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) Was Bedfordale valley, Shire of

Armadale-Kelmscott, at some

time gazetted as a water catech- 17,

ment area?

On what date was any chanhge of

status—

(a) decided;

(b) gazetted?

(3) For what reasons was any change
of status made?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) Yes, on 26th February, 1915,

{2) (a) and (b) A recommendation
is in course.

(3) The change has been recom-
mended as the land is no longer
required as a water catchment
area.

(2

.

WATER SUPPLIES

Bedjfordale Rural Zone:
Survey
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Mines:
With respect to the BEedfordale
special rural zone (amendment
No. 256 to town planning scheme
No. 1 of the Shire of Armadale-

(5) If "Yes” to (1) and/or (3),
weould he table any report his
department may have made
in response to such requests?

(6) If “No" to (1) and (3) would
he advise whether his depart-
ment has ever carried out a
comprehensive ground water
survey of the area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No. However, in December,
1974, the geological survey
gave the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott a brief conceptual
assessment of the ground
water prospectivity of three
Bedfordale lots.

(4) and (5) Not applicable.
(6) No,

WATER SUPPLIES

Rates: 38 Windsor Road, East

Fremantle

Mr FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1} Is he aware—

(a) that at 38 Windsor Road,
Fremantle, this occupier was
allowed for the year—
1973-74—366  kilolitres  of
water for $55.68;
1974-75—347  kilolitres  of
water for $73.92;
1975-76—287  kilolitres of
water for $97.66?

(b) that this demonstrates that
my constituent is receiving 79
kilolitres less than he was re-
ceiving in 1973-74 and pays
$41.98 more for this lesser
amount?

{2) Even having in mind some infla-

tion over the period above, what
justification can be given to cause
my constituent to pay so much
more for so much less?

Kelmscott) — Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Did the Town Planning De- (1) (a) The allowances granted

partment or any of its officers
request that his department
carry out a survey of the
ground water potential of the
area?

(2) If “Yes” in what form and on
what date?

(3) Did the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott or any of its officers
request that his department
carry out a survey of the
ground water potential of the
area?

(4) If “Yes"” in what form and on
what date?

were—

1973-74—366 Kkilolitres con-
sisting of 320 kilelitres for
$19.65 water rates, plus 46
kilolitres flushing allowance
for two walber closets.

1974-75—347 Kkilolitres con-
sisting of 301 kilolitres for
$24.04 water rates plus 46
kilolitres for two water
closets.

1975-76—287  kilolitres for
$31.55 water rates. The
flushing allowance was
aholished.
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The amount of rates quoted
hy the Member includes sew-
erage rating for which no
water allowance is made,

The ratepayer is receiving
79 kilolitres less in 1975-76
than he did receive in 1973-
74 and paying $11.90 more in
water rates consequent upon
the increase in the price of
water and the abolition of
the flushing allowance,

Increases in rates and prices for
water since 1973-74 have been
necessary to enable the hoard to

()

meet substantial increases in
maintenance and operating costs.
DOG ACT

Amending Legislation
HARMAN, to the Minister for

Local Government:

(¢ )]
2)
(&)

Mr
1)

Mr
1>

(2)

Sir
I
(2)

Does the Government intend to
amend the Dog Act?

If so, what is the general outline
of amendments sought?

If so, when will these amend-
ments be introduced?

RUSHTON replied:

to (3} No. A completely new Act
is in the course of being drafted
with the intention of introduc-
ing it into the House during the
current session, and it is not de-
sirahle nor customary to release
detaile in advance.

STATE FINANCE
Suspense Account

HARMAN, to the Treasurer:
What was the balance of the De-
partmental Receipts in Suspense
Account as at 30th June, 1974?
What were the details of disburse-
ment from that account during
the year 1974-75?

CHARLES COURT replied:
$8115973.

A total of $174469416 was
debited against the account dur-
ing the year, and the amount of
research required to obtain the
information requested is such that
it is not practicahle to answer
this question.

If the Member could be more
specific as to the transactions on
which information is required, I
will endeavour to obtain the de-
tails sought. In this respect, I
refer him to pages 30 and 31 of
the Auditor-General’s Report for
the financial year ended 30th
June, 1974 on which a dissection
is shown of the principal com-
ponents making up the balance in
the account at the end of that
year,

20.

21,
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INDUSTRIAL SAFETY
Prosecutions
HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

(0}

(2)

Mr
(1)

(2

Mr

Since 1st July, 1974 have any em-
ployers been prosecuted for
breaches of legislation having ap-
plication to safety requirements in
industry?

If so, what are the details?

GRAYDEN replied:

Yes—employers have heen prose-
cuted for breaches of legislation
having application to safety re-
quirements on 28 occasions.
Prosecution proceedings have
been instituted agsainst employ-
ers for a further 11 alleged of-
fences,

Twelve prosecutions were for the
failure to maintain safe machin-
ery or working conditions or to
utilise certificated personnel.

Sixteen prosecutions were for the
failure to provide protective
guarding, public protection or
failing to comply with written
directions requiring safety pre-
cautions,

Twenty convictions have been re-

corded. Three prosecutions were
unsuccessful. Five decisions are
pending,

WATER SUPPLIES
Metropolitan Consumption
TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1}

@

(3)

(4}

Mr
(1)

(2)

3)

What is the average annual water
consumption of metropolitan con-
sumers?

What is the estimated average
annual water consumption of an
urban quarter acre lot occupied
by a family with three offspring?
What might be an average daily
consumption rate of water for
such & family during the height
of summer?

What was the record period this
recent summer during which it
could be said that insufficient
rainfall fell to substantially re-
plenish—

(a) tank water resources;

(b) ground water resources?

(O’NEIL replied:

500 kilolitres per residence in the
normal year.

As per (1)—a small variance in
offspring has little effect in con-
sumption as most water is used
on lawns and gardens.

3.5 kilolitres.
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(a) and (b) Rainfall throughout
the recent summer was minimal.
During the first half of December,
1974, 2.2 mm of rain fell and this
was followed by 83 days without
rain.

JUMBO STEEL WORKS
Meetings and Sile
TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(6]
2)

3

(4)

With regard to the article on page
2 of The Sunday Times of 1Tth
August, 1975 under the heading
“%$4 000 m jumbo steel mill"—

(1Y Is the suggestion of meetings
of consortium members in
Perth and Melbourne during
September substantially cor-
rect?

(2) Will the Government be rep-
resented either—

(a) directly; or
(b) indirectly,
at these discussions?

(3) Is the statement, “The site at
the mouth of the Moore River
. . would fit in with the
State Government’s plan for
a new industrial area north
of Perth” substantially cor-
rect?

(4) If not, what is the Govern-
ment’s preference as a site
for the mill?

(5) Has the Government received
any advice from consortium
representatives which would
indicate that they are
“expected to make a final de-
cision on the project early
next year and start ... within
12 months of the decision”?

(6) If “Yes” when approximately
would work need to com-
mence fto establish accommo-
dation for the advance party
of the construction force?

(N Is the suggestion of a con-
struction work force totalling
some 4 000 men a reasonahly
accurate one?

MENSAROS replied:
Yes.

There will be meetings of con-
sortium members and Govern-
ment representatives,

This question is hypothetical and
under Standing Orders I do not
intend to reply.

The Government’s preference is
the Pilbara if practicable and
economically viable from the
point of view of the project.

(5} Not to this extent. We under-

stand consortium members will be
discussing such matters next
month.

(8) Answered by (5).
(7 This depends on project con-

struction schedule and the work
force may be somewhat higher
than this estimate.

WEST AUSTRALIAN GOLD
DEVELOPMENT N.L.

Reports: Tabling

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

Would he please table copies of
the last three reports issued by
the West Australian Gold
Development N.L. in accordance
with the provisions of section
162 (A) of the Companies Act
1961-1975 and also a copy of each
of any other reports during the
past three years which the said
company would have been cobliged
to file pursuant to the sald Act?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

Yes, papers hereby tabled.

Copies of reports were tabled (see
paper No. 332).

JUMBO STEEL WORKS
Treaqiment of Effluent

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment;

With respect to the proposed

jumbo steel mill—

(1) Is it envisaged that there will
be biological treatment of
coking plant efluent so as to
destroy the phenols and miti-
gate the potency of the cya-
nide and thiocyanates?

(2} Is it likely that electrostalic
precipitators and  venturi
scrubbers will be used in con-
junction to eliminate parti-
ally the effluent from the sin-
tering plant?

(3) What method will be used
to purify the water from the
gas cleaning system?

(4) Does the department favour
the introduction of clarifiers,
vacuum filtrations or coagu-
lating chemicals, or any com-
bination of these or similar
techniques, into settling tanks
of the Dorr or similar varlety
when {reating gas-cleaning
water?

(5) Is he in favour of the
vacuum carbonate system, the
Stretford Process or some
other method of de-sulphur-
ising coke oven gas?
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(6> Is it intended that there shall
be a discharge of any nature
into the ccean?

(D If s0, what are the details?

(8) To what other receptacles
shall there be a discharge of
liquid efluent?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) to (8) Such technical details
await formal submission to the
State by the consortium, when
they will be appropriately ana-
lysed.

JUMEQO STEEL WORKS

Demograpitic and Environmental Resources

26,

Committee: Research

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) What research has the Demo-
graphic and Environmental Re-
sources Committee done into the
implications of the establishment
of a jumbo steel mill since the
production of the report con-
tained in tabled paper 188 of
19757

What finance has been allocated
for such a purpose?

2)

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) None,

(2) Approximately $i000 irom the
departmental budget.

JUMBO STEEL WORES

Town Planning Reports: Tabling

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Conservation and the Environ-

ment:
Will he table the reports submit-
ted by the Town Planning De-
partment to the Environmental
Protection Authority relating to
the social and urban factors in-
volved in the establishment of a
jumba steel works?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
No. It must be appreciated that
the whole matter is stil a sub-
ject of inter-departmental discus-
sion, which has not yet been fin-
alised.

JUMBO STEEL WORKS
Water Reguirements

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Indusirial Development.
I refer to question on notice 46 of
20th August, 1974 and question on
notice 5 of 26th November, 1974,
concerning the water requirements
of a jumbo steel works, because
there is an apparent contradic-
tion which may have a rational

Zn

28.
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basis—ecan the Minister reconcile
his answer to the earlier guesiion
in which he referred to 120 000 m®
of water per day of which the
major part may be non-potable,
and the later answer which re-
fers to 90 000 m* of potable water
per day? .
MENSARQS replied;

Yes. As the study progressed the
consortium’s technical group have
revised processes and equipment.
This has affected resource needs,

including water.
4

STATE FORESTS

Clear Felling: Effect on Waler Salinily

29,

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Forests:

(1} Is he aware of the following quo-
taiion from the Department of
Agriculture’s Technical Bulietin
No. 27, page 29—

Further studies of the salt and
water balance of streams in the
1000 to 1200 mm/annual rain-
fall zones should be made and
an attempt should be made to
study the integrated effect of all
possible clearing and woodchip-
ping on the Warren River?

Does this indicate doubts as to
the effects on water salinity of
clear felling and heavy selection
cutting, although it has been
claimed that salinity will not be
a serious problem vis-a-vis the
woodchip/sawlog projects?

RIDGE replied:
Yes.

This confirms opinions expressed
in the Forests Department’s im-
pact statement with relation to
this restricied area and supports
the rationale for the monitoring
already in train,

2)

(¢9)]
(2)

JUMBO STEEL WORKS
Report of Study: Tabling

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) Will he table the report of the
jumbo steel industry study?

If not, will he table the interim
report of the same study?

CHARLES COURT replied:

There is no report of the jumbo
steel industry available to tahle.
When it is received, a decision
will be made on whether it is ap-
propriate for tabling,

I take this opportunity of reiter-
ating to the Member and to the
House that the feasibility study is
being conducted by a consortium
af companies.

2)

Sir
)

(2)
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It is being developed in close col-
iaboration with State representa-
tives.

Consolidated information relevant
to the projected industry will be
available to the Government
when it has been assembled and
documented, after which a deci-
sion can be made about public
release of appropriate informa-
tion.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Cocicburn Sound

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Will he provide the information
promised by his immediate pre-
decessor in question 19 (4) of 11th
September, 1974 concerning pro-
tection of the environment of
Cockburn Sound?

(2) Will he provide a specific answer
to the guestion “What remedial
action is proposed and is being
undertaken fo deal with the
marked deterioration in the
health of the water and marine
life forms in Cockburn Sound?"?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) As previously advised, such in-
formation for the major indus-
tries will be forthcoming when
the current study is completed.

{2) Yes, when the current study is
completed and appraised by the
Environmental Protection Autho-

rity.
HEALTH
Polynuclear Aromatlic Hydrocarbons:
Monitoring

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Healih:

What have been the resuits of the
monitoring of volynuclear aroma-
tic hydrocarbons since that re-
ferred to in the answer to ques-
ticn 9 of 28th August, 19747

Mr RIDGE replied:

Benz-a-pyrene was measured on
37 occasions in the inner city
streets In Perth during 1974.

The average level during the 10
hour sampling periods was 0.2
micrograms per 19000 cubic
matres.

The highest and lowest 10 hour
concentrations were 0.8 and less
than 0.05 micrograms pcr 1000
cubic metres.

The 1975 results have not yet
heen processed.

32.

33.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Steel Production: Raw Malerials

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

Adverting to question 35 of 1st
May, 1975, concerning thz2 raw
materials used in steel produc-
tion, will he now provide the fur-
ther data as suggested in his
answer to that question?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

No. I will further consider this
matter when the study report is
available.

FAUNA

Wood Chipping Industry License Area

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

i4.

(1

)

&)

What fauna wuse well defined
areas of the woodchip license
area and no other area?

Have surveys heen conducted to
his satisfaction to assess the value
of the area referred to in (1) as
faunal habitats as recommended
by the House of Representatives
Select Committee on Wildlife
Conservation?

If so, what are the details?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(D

(2)

No species of wildlife which comes
within the definition “fauyna”
in the Fauna Conservation Act,
is restricted to the woodchip area
so far as I am aware.

and (3) Surveys of wildlife within
the definition “fauna" are be-
irg undertaken on a continuing
basis by research personnel of the
Forests Department. The surveys
have not yet been completed.

PORT OF FREMANTLE
Grain Ships: Loading

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Works:

What is the cost displacement
for the loading of a 20000 ton
grain ship at Fremantle Port?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

I am unaware of the exact infor-
mation required by the Member,
but based on the assumption that
the question relates to costs paid
by a 20000 gross registered ton
ship loading bulk grain at Fre-
mantle, and assuming that the
vessel loads 24 000 tonnes of grain
taking two days for the loading,
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the following charges would be
payable by the ship—

5
1. Tonnage rates 1040
2. Pilotage 470
3. Moorihg 145
4, Wharfage ... ... 4000
5. State light dues ... 1000
Total ... 36655

The amount payable for services
supplied by the Stevedoring In-
dustry Authority is unknown.

35. This question was postponed.

36.

37.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE AND
SUPREME COURT GARDENS

Mr
for
(1

2)

Mr
1

(2)

Mr

for

(o0

(2}

(3)

1)

5)

Area

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Lands:

What is the area of Government
House grounds?

What is the area of the reserve
commonly known as Supreme
Court Gardens?

RIDGE replied:

Class “A" reserve 114% “Govern-

ment Domain” comprises 2.4686

hectares.

East of Barrack Street between

5t. George's Terrace and River-

side Drive and contiguous to re-
serve 18392 *“Public Buildings,

Supreme Court” there are the

following—

Part “A” class
“Government
square metres.

“A" class reserve 18391 “Public
Gardens”—ahbout 2 605 sguare
metres.

“A’” class reserve 10387 “Botani-
cal Gardens”—2.966 ¢ hectares.

reserve 1150
Gardens”—9 864

JUMBO STEEL WORKS
Processes and Products

A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Industrial Development:

To what stage will the proposed
jumbo steel mill produce semi-
finished steel goods, that is, prior
to the hot-rolling process or prior
to the cold-relling process, etc.?
‘What is the approximate sulphur
content of ores likely to be used
in the jumbo steel mill?

Is it expected that the manufac-
ture of refractories will be car-
ried on in conjunction with the
proposed mill?

What particular ferro alloys are
likely to he manufactured?

Will the BOP incorporating the
LD process be the method used?

3s.

(6)
¢)]
(8)

@
(10)

11

12)

Mr
(G 0]
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If not, what process is likely to
be adopted?

Is it envisaged that dry-quench-
ing of coke will take place?

Wiil coke ovens be heated by coke
oven gas containing hydrogen
sulphide?

Will pelletising be carried on at
the proposed works?

If pickling occurs subsequent to
the hot-relling process, will the
oxidised scale be removed by the
use of hydrochloric acid, by sul-
phuric acid or by some other pro-
cess?

Is it envisaged that galvanising
will occur?

For what particular cooling will
sea water be used?

MENSAROS replied:

to (12) The questions asked re-
quire a degree of detailed know-
ledge of the possible plans of the
consortium which are not avail-
able. I must stress that the con-
sortium study is not vet complete
and no submission has yet been
made to the State.

WOOD CHIPPING
INDUSTRY

Effect on Forest Production

Mr

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Forests:

(1)

2)

3}

1)

5

{6)

o

What degree of reduction in for-
ests production would be required
to achieve a sustained yield state
in—

(a) the Kkarri/marri;

(h) the jarrah/marri;

forests?

If a pulp mill was established,
could jarrah be used for pulping
and Is it envisaged that material
would be taken from outside the
woodchip license area?

Have cost-benefit analyses of the
€conomic henefits to the people
been made of the forest produc-
tion industries?

If s0. what are the detalls and
will he release the analyses?

How long does it take to get a
clear-felled area back to its peak
level of evapotranspiration?

What extra funds and employees
have been provided to the Forests
Department as a consequence of
their statement in the environ-
mental impact statement that
such additions would be necessary
in order to discharge effectively
their responsibilities under the
woodchip scheme?

Is this extra fully adequate?
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(8) Yes.
(9 I am not aware of the estimate

(8) Does the estimate given in ques-
tion on nofice 19 (4) of 18th Sep-

tember, 1973 still stand?

referred to and dispute any sug-
gestion that the whole of the

1 >
9 {vfi{? 'J{Q"“;S%?,ﬁatt‘;aﬁh';% {ﬁ‘;"’;?ﬁ;{g woodchip license area will be cui
of the woodchip license area to be over in 35 years.
cut will be cut over within 35
years? a9, BIRDS
Agriculture Protection Board
Mr RIDGE replied: Report

(1)

It is not possible to provide a
precise answer to this question
as the type of produce has not
been nominated.

The answer given to question 19
on the 17th October, 1974 indi-
cates the reduction necessary for
jarrah and karri sawlogs in State
Forests based on current inventory
and yield data.

The quantity of marri sawlogs
which will result from the opera-
tions for woodchips can only be
estimated after the trees have
been felled.

The proposed operation will re-
sult in increased yield of each

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

As on 11th August, 1975 the chief
officer of the Agriculture Protec-
tion Board released a report on
the reasons for the declared birds
regulations relative to section 14
of that report would the Minister
please advise—

(a) the 287 species of birds which
have heen released or escaped
in the world signifying which
of those species are aviary
escapees;

the 138 species that became
established and where they
became esiablished;

(b}

species through more effective (¢) the 35 species that became
utilisation. pests in their adopted homes;
(2) If a pulp mill is eventually estab- (d) thz nine species that have

(3)

)

(5)

®

(¢)]

lished it is possible that jarrah
could be used for pulping and it
is possible that some of this mate-
rigl may be taken from outside
the woodchip license area.

The benefits of the forest produc-
tion industries have been detailed
on many occasions. An overall
cost benefit analysis of all forest
activities is being undertaken.

The details of the cost benefit
analysis referred to in (3) will be
r%lleased as soon as they are avail-
ahle.

Theoretical c¢alculations and ob-
servations in the field indicate the
time to equal the evapotranspira-
tion level of the mature forest is
less than 5 years. The peak level
of evapotranspiration would be
achieved in a vigorous regrowth
stand.

The question of additional funds
and employees to the Forests De-
partment is currently under con-
sideration.

The demands on the department
in its wide range of activities,
coupled with the current general
financial stringency and the short-
age of trained personnel available
for recruitment make it impos-
sible to provide fully adequate
funds and employees. However,
every endeavour will be made to
provide additional resources to the
department.

40.

heen introduced and estab-
lished in Western Australia
and how they were intro-
duced, i.e., were they author-
ised introductions and, if so,
by whom?

Mr OLD replied:
(a)

to (d) The details of species and
their releases were obtained in
the course of a ten year study
by an Agriculture Protection
Board research officer., The in-
formation requested is contained
in a manuscript at present being
revised and edited for publication.
The author will allow the Mem-
ber to peruse the manuscript at
the author’s office, if the Member
cares to make arrangements.

BIRDS
Co-ordinating Commitice

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

In 1959 when alarm was expressed
about the presence in Western
Australia of aviary birds which
were potentially harmful fo the
State’s agriculture, a committee
was set up to co-ordinate the acti-
vities of the Agriculture Protec-
tion Board and the then Fisherles
and Fauna department, would the
Minister please advise—

(a) the name of the committee;
(h) the names of its members;
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{c) the qualifications of its mem-
bers;

(d) the number of times it met?

Mr P, V. JONES replied:

(a) The Vermin Control and
Fauna  Conservation Co-
ordinating Committee was

established from an ad hoc
working group established by

the Agriculture Protection
Board and the Fauna Protec-
tion Advisory Committee

which first met on 27th May,
1960, Afterwards, ministerial
approval was given for the
group to function on a con-
tinuing basis.

and (¢) The members of the

working group were—

A, J, Fraser, Chief Warden
of Faung, Chairman.

A, R. Tomlinson, A.AS8.A.,
Deputy Chairman, Agricul-
ture Protection Board.

D, L. Serventy, Ph.D. (Can-
tab), Member, Fauna Pro-
tection Advisory Commit-
tee.

C. P. H. Jenkins, M.Sc. Mem-
ber, Agriculture Protec-
tion Board.

H. B. Shugg, Fisheries De-
partment, Secretary.

In 1960, four +times—27th

May, 22nd July, 11th Novem-

ber, and 20th December.

(b}

@)

HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE

Retention

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
(1> Has the Government taken any

€2)

3

Sir
1

action to ensure Her Majesty’s
Theatre will be retained as a
theatre in the future?

If 50, can he advise what action
has been taken and what the out-
come has been?

Is he ahle to advise when a firm
decision on the future of the
theatre is likely to be arrived at?

CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) A committee appointed
by the Government is currently
examining the problem in detail.
As announced in the media, Tom
Brown and Associates, theatre
consuliants of Sydney, have been
appointed to examine the theatre.
Mr Tom Brown has visited Perth
and thoroughly examined the
theatre.

While in Perth, Mr Brown had
discussions with representatives
of the major performing groups,

42,

43.

3
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A report is expected later this
month which will be considered
by the committee.

The committee is expected to re-
port back to the Government
within a month with recommen-
dations regarding the future re-
tention of the theatre.

It is not possible to indicate, at
this stage, when a firm decision
will be made.

MENTAL HEALTH

Kareebe Nursing Home: Acquisilion

Mr

DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

santing the Minister for Health:

(1}
(2)
3}
(4)

Mr

L

2}

3

4)

Mr

Has a deposit yet been paid on
the Kareeba nursing home?

If so, what takeover date has been
agreed upon?

If not, when is it expected a de-
posit will be made?

Has the Minister offered or will
he offer support of available Gov-
ernment agencies to assist with re-
locating of patients at present mn
Kareeha?

RIDGE replied:

No. The vendors do not require a
deposit but the occupier has
asked for payment of & deposit.

The date of takeover is expected
to be not later than 1st Decem-
ber, 1975.

1st September, 1975, to the occu-
pier only.

I have offered to consider this if
the need arises.

MATERNITY HOSPITALS
Establishment Programme
DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

Mr

What new hospitals providing
maternity facilities, or additions
to existing materhity hospitals,
are planned in the next two
years—

(a) in the metropolitan area;

{b) in ecountry areas?
RIDGE replied:

(a) King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital for Women—Additions
have commenced and will
provide 120 new beds but
these will not be available
for more than two years,

Rockingham Hospital—New
hospital—includes midwifery
beds but the number is flex-
ible as explained in (h).

The following hospital works
include maternity facilities
but there is flexibility on the

(b)
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44.

45.
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number of beds because the
design enables use of beds for
either general or maternity
cases—

Busselton District Hospital—
Replacement of hospital.
Bridgetown District Hospital
—Replacement of hospital.
Esnerance District Hospital—

Additions,

Laverton District Hospital—
Replacement of hospital.
Northampton District Hospi-
:a{—Replacement of hospi-

al.

Leonora District Hospital—
Replacement of hospital.

Pingelly District Hospital—
Replacement of existing
facilities.

North Midlands District Hos-
pital, Three Springs—Re-
placement of existing fac-
ilities.

Margaret River District Hos-
pital—Replacement of ex-
isting facilities.

IRRIGATION
South-west: Loss

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

What was the total loss incurred
by the Public Works Department
in providing water for irrigation
in the south-west of Western
Australia, in each of the past
three years?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

Total lasses incurred by the Col-
lie, Harvey, Preston Valley and
Waroona irrigation schemes in
each of the past three years are
as follows—

$
1972-13 9805 328
1973-74 1030 265
1974-75 1082 161
MILK

Cost of Production

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What is the cost of production of
market milk per gallons in each
of the following districts—

(a) Pinjarra;
(b) Harvey;
(¢) Busselton;
(d) Albany;
(e¢) Manjimup?

46.

47,

Mr

OLD replied:

A survey conducted by the De-

partment of Agriculture in 1974

determined the following average

costs of production of market
milk in 1973-7T4—

Average total costs (¢ per gallon).

(a) 59.20.

(b) 40.84 (dryland);

42.02 (irrigated).

(¢} 37.12.

() 51.01.

(e) As there were only two sup-
pliers of market milk in the
Manjimup district in 1973-74
a district average was not
calculated.

Similar costs will he determined

for 1974-15 when farm financial

accounts for this period become
available.

BEEF

Kimberley Producers: Assistance

Mr

H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

2)
Q)

(4}

Mr
(1)

(2)
3
4)

Mr

What specific forms of assistance
has the State Government made
available to beef producers of the
Kimberley region?

How many applications for such
aid have been received?

How many applicants were suc-
cessful?

Does the Government intend to
make avajlable to beef producers
of the Kimberley a subsidy on
road transport costs of stock,
and if not, will it consider doing
s0 as a matter or urgency?

QLD replied:

The heet finance scheme which
is funded equally by the State
and the Commonwealth Govern-
ments is available for Kimberley
beef producers on the same con-
ditions as for southern beef pro-
ducers.

Five.

One.

This means of assistance was dis-
cussed and supported by the De-
partment of Agriculture at the
recent Industries Assistance
Commission hearing in Canberra.

BARLEY
Prices
GREWAR, to (ke

Minjster for

Agriculture:

)

Could he nrovide f.ob. prices per
tonne for Western Australian
barley, six row, two row (feed and
manufacturing grades) for the
years 1970-71, 1971-72, 1972-73,
1973-747
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(2) Can he provide information show-
ing the f.0.b. prices ex Adelaide,
Melbourne and Sydney for com-
parable grades in the same years?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) The W.A. Barley Marketing
Board has advised that the aver-
age FOB figures for export and
home consumption for Western
Australian barley are—

Dollars per lonne

1970-71 1071-72 1072-73 *1073-74
2-row manufac-
luring ... . 53-10 44-8% 53-18
2.raw feed .o 44-23 ag-22 48-16
G-row . 3997 3922 48-16

*Pool not yet complete.

It must be noted that these fig-
ures are merely an average of
export and home consumption
sale prices. The comparable
statisties for export sales only (as
provided by the Bureau of Agri-
culture Economics from data sup-
plied by the Western Australian
Barley Marketing Board) are as
follows—

Dallars per tonne
1970-71  1971-72  1972-73

2.row harlev—

(a) manufacturing 52-20 43-17 50-54

{b) feed (2.row+6-raw) 42-73 38-07 47-63
Manofacturlng {Beecher)

l.e, G-row 39-60 N.AL N.a,

48.

K.A. = Xoi Available.

The 1973-74 pool has not yet been
finalised.

This information is not available
to my department at this time.
Statistics awvailable through the
annual reports of the Australian
Barley Board (South Australia
and Victoria) and the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics do not in-
dicate the FOB prices of barley
from those States by grade.

The New South Wales Board has
only recently commenced opera-
tion and the required figures are
not available.

2

SWAN COASTAL PLAIN
Water Purity Tests

Mr TAYLOR,
Water Suppiies:

(1) With respect to the answer by a
predecessor to my question 12 of
Wednesday. 22nd September,
1970, concerning water purity
tests in the Swan coastal plain,
is he able to provide a similar
schedule which would bring these
fisures up-to-date?

to the Minister for

(2) Are regular checks made of such
lakes and swamps and if so, at

what intervals?

48.

a0,

51
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Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) With permission, I table details
of the latest tests available.

(2) Yes, twice yearly.

The delails of tests were tabled (see
paper No. 333).

MENTAL HEALTH
Tresiliian Hostel: Sale Price

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Can 1 take the Minister's answer
f0 question 21 of 19th August,
1975, regardihg valuation to
Tresillian Hostcl to mean that
at no time was the valuation of
$150 000 promoted by the Public
Works Department?

Mr RIDGE replied:
No.

COUNTRY ELECTORS

Inclusion in New Melropolilan
Boundary

Mr JAMIESQON, to the Minisier re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:

What is the estimated number of
electors now enrolled in the part
of agricultural, mining and pas-
toral areas that it is proposed to
transfer under the new legisla-
tion to the meiropolitan area?

Mr RIDGE replied:

No figures have been taken out,
and the preparation of an esti-
mate would involve heavy staff
commitments. Any estimate
based on present enrolments
could also be misleading In re-
gard to the actual number of
electors in the proposed metro-
politan areg and the number of
electors in the proposed agricul-
tural, mining and pastoral area as
at the 30th September, 1975, to
be taken out for the Electoral
Commissioners.

The preparation of an estimated
number of electors now enrolled
iﬁs therefore considered not justi-
ed.

DRUNKEN DRIVING
Random Tests

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

Are the police carrying out ran-

dom testing in efforts to appre-

hend drunk-driving offenders?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:

No.
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1,

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Grants Commission Programme

Mr MOILER, to the Premier:

Arising from the answer to ques-
tion 7 provided by the Minister
for Local Government in connec-
tion with the Australian Govern-
ment’s allceation of more than
$7.5 million to Western Australian
loeal authorities, has he contacted
the Prime Minister for the purpose
of objezting to the Australian
Government's action in providing
this very appreciable $7.56 million
to lccal authorities; and if not,
why 10t?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

If I beard the honourable mem-
ber's question correctly, he was
askirig whether I have objected to
the Prime Minister about the pay-
ment of $7.5 million. T gather from
the fact that he has asked the
question that he wants me to ob-
ject.

Moiler: No. I sz asking you
whether you have objected, and if
not, why not?

CHARLES COURT: I gather the
honourable member wants me to
object. The answer to the question
is that I have not objected,

Mr Moiler: I alsp asked you if you have
not, why you have not.

Sir

BEEF
Kimberlcy Producers: Assistance

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

In the fourth part of question 46
on txday’s notice paper I asked
the Minister for Agriculture
whetlier the Goverhment intended
to make available to beef pro-
duceis of the Kimberley a sub-
sidy on road transport costs on
stock. His reply was—

““his means of assistance was
discussed and supported by
the Department of Agricul-
Lture and at the recent Indus-
iries Assistance Commission
hearing in Canberra.

It may have been supported, but
is the intention of the Government
to be announced?

Mr OLD replied:

A submission is currently being
considered by the department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

CHICKEN MEAT INDUSTRY
COMMITTEE BILL

Third Reading

MR OLD (Katanning—Minister
Agriculture) [5.32 p.m.J: T move—
" That the Bill be now read a third
ime.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [5.33 p.m.]:
Just a final note on this Bill. During the
course of the dehate, especially during the
Committee stage, questions relating to the
definition of an “cflicient grower” were
raised and were not answered satisfac-
torily, There are still a number of aspects
concerned with framing a defintion to be
decided, and the matter is left to the
determination of the committee. To my
way of thinking this is still too broad an
approach and guidelines should be set
down to enable the committee to operate
in a manner seen fit by this Parliament.

As T said before, I do not intend to
cndeavour ito submit an amendment on
this matter or to suggest precisely what
guidelines should be placed before the
comiittee, but I do believe the matter
show!” receive further consideration. 1
wotllu 1ike the Minister to have it exam-
ingd and raised in another place during
the discussions which will take place there
at the appropriate time.

MR OLD (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [5.34 p.m.]1: I have consuited
with a grower representative on the com-
mittee and discussed the matter. He
assures me that the growers are happy
with the Bill as it is. They have, in fact,
endeavoured to find a suitable definition of
an “efficient grower”™ but as the situation
is llable to echange so quickly and so often
it is not feasible to have such a definition
included in the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

for

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT EBILL
Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr O'Neil (Minister for Works), and
transmitted to the Council.
FADIATION SAFETY RBILL
Third Reading
MR RIDGE (Ximberley—Minister for

Lands) [5.36 pm.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

During the course of the second reading
debate last night the member for Victoria
Park ralsed some guestions which I was
not able to answer at the time and I
undertook to try to provide the answers
today.
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He queried the cost of running the
council and T am informed that this will
be quite negligible inasmuch as some of
the council and committee members will
be paid only to the extent of $30 a meeting.
It appears that probably half the mem-
bers will be public servants and so it 1s
estimated that the total cost per annum
will be in the order of $2 000.

The honourable member also queried
the cost of employing a secretary, and I
am informed that this persen is already
employed as a physicist in charge of the
State X-ray laboratories and he will be
undertaking this work as part of his exist-
ing duties. Conseguently there will be no
extra cost associated with his employment.

The honourable member asked what
revenue would be produced as a result of
licensing various forms of equipment and
apparatus. At the present moment
licenses cost in the order of $6 for an
initial license and an additional $2 for
renewals. It appears almost certain that
the cost of these licenses will be increased
to $10 and $4 respectively, varying a llittle
depending on the scale and number of
pleces of apparatus a particular person or
business might have. However, the object
of increasing these charges will not be
as a means of making revenue, but_ purely
and simply to recoup costs; and for inspec-
tions carried out no charge will be made.

In conneclion with clause 12 (4) the
member for Victoria Park suggested that
there might be gocd cause for a time
limit to be set within which a person can
appesl to the Supreme Court. T under-
stand that appeals to the Supreme Court
are in accordance with its rules which
specify that an appeal must be lodged
within 21 days. Clause 12 (4) reads---

(4) Subject to subsectlon (3), an
appeal under this Act shall be brought,
heard and determined in accordance
with the Rules of the Supreme Court
relating to appeals from statutory
boards and tribunals . . .

The rules of the comt do scecify the 21
days.

The haonourahle member also guestioned
whether an annual report would be sub-
mitted. I am informed that this will in
fact ke tabled In conjunction with the
commissioner's report each year, It will be
part end parcel of the report of the Com-
missioner of Public Health.

One other matter he referred to as I
recall was clause T (1) which 11elates to
the possession, storage, ete. of any radio-
active substance by the Commissioner of
Public Health ¢r an officer authorised by
him. The honourable member was con-
cerned that this appeared to be a con-
tradicticn inasmuch as the clause canfers
certain powers on the Commissioner of
Public Health, whereas the intent of the
Rijll is to gilve total power to the radlo-
logical eouncil, It is not intended to de-
part from the legislation in connection
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with this and the eclause is simply for use
iIn the event of an emergency. Perhaps 1
could explain by saylng that if, for argu-
ment’s sake, a machine or radloactive sub-
stance was found in the street, the com-
missloner would have the authority to act
quickly and decisively without having to
go to the counecil to have the material
removed, conveyed, stored, and disposed
of. I understand provision was in the
present legislation but was never used and
hopefully it will never be used under this
Bill. It is purely and slmply an emerg-
€ncy pPower.

As far as I am concerned those were
the points ralsed by the honourable mem-
ber and I now commend the Bill to the
House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Counell,

DOOR TO DOOR (SALES) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

HOME UNITS FOR THE AGED

Censure of Minister for Town Planning:
Speaker’s Ruling

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson):
With regard to notice of motion No. 1, I
advise the House I have sighted a copy of
Originating Summons No. 5819 of 1975
irsued out of the Supreme Court of West-
ern Australla between the Commissigner
of the Presbyterian Church of Western
Australle, as the plaintiff, and the West-
ern Australian Fire Brigades Board, as the
defendant.

In my view the motion is sub judice and
under Standing Orders debate on it could
be prejudicial to the course of, and deci-

sion in, a pending court case, the hearing

¢f which, as I understand it, could bhe
fixed for Octaber of this year.

I direct, therefore, that the motion be
placed at the bottom of the notlce paper
and not be proceeded with unt!l the case
is finalised.

MILK QUOTAS
Negotiability: Motion

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [5.44 pm.]:
I move—

That in the opinion of the House
the Dairy Industry Authority should
be instructed to change its present
palicy in regards to the negotiability
of market milk quotas, to the extent
that producers may only sell quotas
te the Dairy Industry Authority
which shall dispose of quotas pur-
chased in accordance with the best
long term interests of the dairy
industry.



2114

My motion deals with a matter which is of
very grave concern and one which affects
farming in the whole of the lower south-
west. It is something with which a num-
ber of members in this House will have
direct association, and they will share the
same concern to which I have referred.

It is probably apposite to refer to the
policy actions of the Dairy Industry
Authority which was set up with wide
powers. Those powers were necessarily
and deliberately given to the authority to
permit the flexibility desired to meet the
changing circumstances in the industry.

Regrettably, some of the decisions and
policy determinations of the DIA have not
been in the interests of the industry as a
whole. This has not always been the fault
of the authority; some policy decisions
have not been the work of the authority
at all. Government intervention and
imposition of policies and decisions have
been in the short-term rather than the
long-term interests of the dairy indusiry,
and have brought about features in the
operation of the authority which have
been most unwelcome during 1975.

It can be shown that the Government
directives which have been issued to the
DIA have been at variance with the policy
and outlook of the Farmers' Union, and at
variance with the views of the farmers
who are involved. In many cases the
directives have been at variance with the
Dairy Industry Authority itself, and at
variance with the expressed attitude of
the Country Party.

It was the attitude of the Liberal Party
towards this matter whiech led to the split
in the coalition; in particular, the question
of negotiability of market milk quotas.
The policy measures introaduced by the
DIA concerning the quota issue, generally,
need to be mentioned. I refer to matters
other than the straightout effect of
negotiability which do impinge on the
transferability of quotas to a very large
extent.

For the purpese of giving some back-
ground I refer, firstly, to the quota price
per gallon which has been set by the
authority. It has been fixed at $250 per
gallon. That price assures only one thing
—that the manufacturing dairymen will
be precluded from purchasing quotas to
enter into this aspect of the industry.
There is no way the vast majority of the
present menufacturing dairymen could
afford to upgrade their facilities and install
bujk tanks, and then pay $15500 for a
minimum quota. That just is not prac-
ticable and. as I have said, that course
cannot be followed by the vast majority of
manufacturing dairymen.

I turn now to the justification for paying
$250 per gallon for quotas, and I find it is
almost impossible to defend for a number
of reasons. The origin of fixing a flgure
of that amount on the sale of quotas stems,
I suppose, irom two elements of rationale.
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Pirstly, there is the value which accrues
to a property when it has aitached to it
a market milk quota and, secondly and
associated with this, the reflection of the
increased value which a quota brings to a
property for probate charges. Probate
has been fixed from time to time and the
value of the quota has been included in a
deceased’s estate at varying figures. The
last value which came to my notice was
in the order of $180.

A feeling seems to have developed that
a. quota should carry some element of
negotiability and a particular value in its
own right. However, that does not explain
how, morally, ethically, or even tech-
nically, there can be any justification for
attaching a value of $250 per gallon to a
quota.

Firstly, what is there to purchase? It is
just an abstract right and whether it can
be divorced from the operations of a busi-
ness is something which comes back te a
matter of legal nicety. Is it right, on the
one hand, to attach negotiability to a
quota which relates to market milk and
net attach negotiability to a quote to fish
for rock lobster or to grow potatoes? Where
is the difference? As I see the situation,
fundamentally there is no difference and
yet the potato quota or the rock lobster
quota does not carry a value. To be con-
sistent, the Government should now turn
around and fix a price for the negotiability
of quotas for rock lobsters and potatoes.
If the Government is to have any credibi-
lity at all, and if it is to have consistency,
it can follow no other course. One indus-
try cannot be treated in this manner. while
another industry is treated in a different
manner, If it is advisable not to make rock
lobster quotas negotiable how is it possible
to make market milk quotas negotiable?

On the other aspect, the goodwill of a
hotel or any other business can be trans-
ferred only when the business changes
hands, and it is part and parcel of the
whole set of circumstances. So I cannot
see it is at all possible to fix in this way
a quota which is saleable as an entity in
its %wn right and can become a negotiable
asset.

The consequences emanating from the
fact that a $15 500 asset entitlement ac-
crues immediately somebody is issued with
a minimum quota of 62 gallons are con-
siderable and somewhat disturbing. It has
been claimed that the price paid for a
100-gallon quota would be $25 000, Why
should a farmer receive that? I have heard
it said that a farmer who leaves the in-
dustry should be compensated. I read
somewhere that a farmer deserves com-
pensation, but that argument is utter rub-
bish. The industry owes the dairyman
nothing—not a thing. Conversely, the
dairyman is indebted to the industry.

The dairyman is in the business because
it is lucrative, and for no other reason,
It is a good source of living and the amor-
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tisation of his capital is included in the
price he is paid for his product. So there
is no justification for giving him a golden
handshake when he leaves the industry.
To say he has made a contribution to the
industry is a spurious argument. He is in
it because he can get a good living out of
it. He has no interest in whether the
State has a supply of milk throughout the
year; that is secondary. He is producing
milk (a) because he is pald to do seo, and
(b) because he has to or be penallsed
Altruistic motives do not come into it; that
is simply not on.

The 30 new minimum quotas to be issued
in 1976 will carry with them an entitle-
ment of $15 500, which is, to say the least,
discriminatory. Allowing sales to take
place—albeit subject to the permission of
the Dairy Indusiry Authority—will in-
crease the suggested price of $250 to any-
thing up to $400. That is the view of
leaders of the industry and those who have
been associated with it, and it has been
expressed to me by no lesser person than
the President of the Farmers’ Union. Prom
my own experience I have no cause to
doubt that will be so.

The argument that regulations In them-
selves are a preventive measure is laughable,
The inflated price means that the manu-
facturing dalryman has a less than remote
possibility of buying in. If market milk
dairymen can pay up to $400 a gallon for a
quota, the stage has been reached where
consumers must raise the question whether
they are being overcharged for milk, If an
industry ean stand an inbuilt cost of this
nature, surely the Consumer Affairs
Bureau and consumers in general have a
right to raise this query.

Mr Shalders: Compare the price of a pint
of milk with the price of a pint of beer and
tell us who is gettlng the best value.

Mr H, D, EVANS: I fail to see what
relevance that has—

Mr Shalders: You are talking about the
consumer and the price of milk.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am talking about
whether consumers are getting a fair deal
with this commeodity. If the purchase price
of a quota 1s amortised over five years and
thz2 producer is allowed to sell that quota
for $15500 after five years, he has been
getting a bonus of 13.7¢. That is what the
consumer s paying; 1t is built into the
industry.

Mr Shalders: Are you saylng the con-
sumer is not getting fair value for the
price of a pint of milk?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Knowing that $400 a
gallon will be paid for a quota, the con-
sumer has a right fo guestion the policy
that is implemented. That s what T am
saying. This is the situation that exists
and I will deal with 1t at greater length
later on. At the moment it is just a matter
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of answering an interjection at the time
it is made.

It has been stated quite openly by pro-
ducers that the amount of $250 will be
recouped in a maiter of two years. This is
fairly easily followed. The price paid for
manufacturing milk is roughly 20c, and
the price paid for market miik is 60¢, leav-
ing a disparity of 40c. In the course of a
year the amount will be 3146, and in two
vears It will be $292; so in less than two
years the purchaser of a quota has repald
to him, through additional income, the
amount the quota has cost him. In addi-
tion, he receives income from manufactur-
ing milk, without any further effort on his
part. He can dispose of his quota as he
sees fit.

The inbuilt cost 1s ¢one of the factors
glving rise to some questions from the
consumer’s point of view. Ultimately the
dairying industry will be a market milk
industry with the seasonal surplus going
into manufacturing. As this stage is being
reached, so the value of quotas will decline,
and those who have purchased quotas will
find they have purchased something which
has a lower market value.

Although I am not altogether happy
with my source of information, it was sald
by the president of a zone of the Farmers’
Union at a special meeting, that in New
South Wales. where it has been indicated
that in 18 months’ time quota negotiabiiity
will be abolished, the price fell from $180
to $5.10. Although it may be in 15 years’
time, ultimately the stage must be reached
in Western Australia where those who pur-
chase quotas find ihey have actually pur-
chased an asset which has a decreasing
value.

It is probably relevant to mention at
this stage that the report on the dairying
industry in Victoria suggests a total new
approach will be taken to equalisation In
that State. I just make reference to that
because it is worth noting the princlples
that have been enunciated and the re-
search that has been carried out in Victoria.

I mentioned also the situation of the
manufacturing milk farmer on a relatively
small guota. It is difficult for a man on a
quota of, say, T0 gallons, to increase his
quota to 100 gallons. He faces a much
more difficult problem than does the man
who wishes to increase his quota from 200
gallons to the maximum of 250 gallons.
In the first instance, the man with & 70-
gallon quota probably has not been in the
business very long, and he cannot afford
the necessary outlay. The established pro-
ducer necessarily must have been in the
business for some time to be operating on
such a large quota and he will be far more
able to find the purchase price for the
extra galloname than can his counterpart
with the smaller quota, especlally in com-
petition. This is the sor}{ of situation which
has resulted from the prices fixed on quota
negotiability.
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When speaking of the current palicy
on negotiability, reference must be made
to the policy suggested by the Farmers’
Union and initially by the Dairy Industry
Authority. The existing policy on trans-
ferability has been ifcllowed, not only
officially by the Farmers’ Union but also
by the farmers themselves in the lower
south-west. To illustrate this point, I
would like to quote from & letter signed
by the Executive Officer of the Farmers'
Union of Western Australia. In 14 brief
paragraphs, this letter states clearly the
official aititude of the Farmers’' Union, It
reads—

A series of meetings was held between
the two milk sections, and a joint re-
commendation was prepared and
agreed. This was submitted to the
DIA. in July 1974 and, we helieve,
formed the basis of the first recom-
mendation on negotiability of quotas
made by the D.I.A. to the Minister.

The recommendation provided for
quotas to be sold only to the DI.A,, at
a recommended $250 per gallon, The
quota, so obtained, to be allocateq to
purchasers under a series of priorities.

That is the officially stated policy of the
Farmers’ Union, and it was confirmed on
Mcenday in a telephone call from a repre-
sentative of the manufaoturing milk sec-
tion of the Farmers' Union. He indicated
that the view of the Farmers’ Union was
unchanged.

On Wednesday, the 13th August, the
Leader of the Opposition asked a question
of the Minister for Agriculture about the
recommendations submitted by the Dairy
Industry Authority. The first of these
recommendations was that quotas could
be bought and sold only through the au-
thority except for the sale of dairies
on a walk-in-walk-out basis. That re-
commendation was made by the Dairy
Industry Authority and it supported the
contention of the Farmers' Union that was
referred back to the Minister for Agri-
culture at that time. We know what
transpired after that. The recommenda-
tion was disregarded and the amended
principles and bases that were forwarded
to the Dairy Industry Authority allowed
for open ftrafficking of quotas between
producers.

Mr Shalders: What was the policy of the
Farmer's Union at the time you were Min-
ister for Agriculture and brought in the
Bill in regard to negotiability?

Mr H. D. EVANS; As far as I know this
was never stated.

I am sorry the Premier is hot in the
Chamber at the moment because he has
made certain claims, and in a fairly typi-
cal manner he tried to skirt around the
issues involved. He claimed that provision
for direct transfer of quotas is contained
in section 30{4) (a) of the Act. He went
on to imply that because the provision is
there it should be used without restraint.
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He is probably aware that once this prin-
ciple has been allowed there is no chance
of refusing a similar application, and so
it will mean an open slather. This has
come aboul because ¢f the Premier’s nar-
row interpretation of the contents of the
particular paragraph. However, his inter-
pretation differs markedly from the con-
tentions of the Opposition, and the in-
terpretation made by my leader, not only
in the Press but also in correspondence
with the Premier. The Opposition remain-
ed fairly consistently in agreement on this
point with the Farmers' Union, the Dairy
Industry Authority, and the Country Party.
We believe that section 30(4)(a) should
be used only in connection with the walk-
in-walk-out situation except in abnormal
circumstances. It was for this reason that
the provision was placed in the Bill. The
Liberal Party policy which has been adopt-
ed by the Government is at variance with
section 22 of the Dairy Industry Act, and
I refer particularly to subparagraph ¢ii)
of paragraph () of subsection (1) of that
section.

This was referred to the Premier hy
the Leader of the Opposition in =&
letter, in which he stated that the direc-
tions issued are inconsistent with the Act
because they prevent the authority from
discharging its proper functions and
powers in accordance with section 22,
Again, that is open to some form of in-
terpretation. He also pointed out that
the Dairy Industry Authority is obliged
to regulate the amount of supply and
production of milk so as to ensure, as
far as practicable, a reasonable oppor-
tunity for profit to all persons engaged
in the production, supply, sale, and dis-
tribution of milk. He said that the auth-
ority is also obligated to determine and
give effect to policies for ensuring the
future maintenance and development of
the dairy industry and for effecting eco-
nomies in the industry, Those are ithe
functions with which the authority is
charged under section 22.

The incurring of expenditure of the
soit that negotiability has brought about
must surely in a number of ways pre-
clude the authority from operating in the
manner for which it was set up. The leg-
islation provides the mechanism and the
procedures; these were detailed in the
Bill and were arrived at after some con-
siderable debate in this place. The detail
and policy were determined by the pre-
sent Government subsequently. I state
that the present Government has abused
the vehicle which was provided to es-
tablish the Dairy Industry Authority in
order to cater for a certain section of the
industry. That is what has transpired.
Certainly Parliament did not defermine
the amount of $250 a gallon; and it
certainly did not determine that traffic-
king in quotas should be unfettered.

Parliament did not determine that even
general trafficking, subject to prior per-
mission, should be allowed at all. The
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permission of the Dairy Indusiry Auth-
ority is only a formality once the bases
and principles are struck, and that is the
way in which it should have been done.

Provision was made in the legi_slalgion
for a farmer to appeal against rejection,
but once the policy had begun {0 be im-
plemented and the first transfer had been
agreed to it meant he must win, To in-
dicate the intention of Parliament at the
time 1 refer to volume 3 of the 1973
Hansard at page 2075, A reading of this
debate indicates the spirit and the inten-
tion of the legislation far more clearly
than anything else can,

At the time you, Sir, will recall that
the member for Wellington had presented
certain amendments in respect of claus_e
30 of the Bill as it was introduced to this
place. The amendments he put forward
did have some merit, but were not ac-
ceptable. This is what I, as the then
Minister, pointed out to the member for
Wellington during that debate—

For example, proposed subclause (2}
could possibly allow the authority to
traffic in quotas without control. I do
not think this would be desirable, be-
cause there would be no control over
the price that was to be paid for the
quota and this could lead to over-
capitalisation as it has done in some
parts of the United States of America.

It was then that the existing section 30
was introduced, but it will be appreciated
that the spirit and the intention of the
lecislation is displayed not only in the
paragraph I have just read, but also in
the explanaticn of the new cisuse which
established the bases and principles.

what we question is the directive that

was given to the Dairy Industry
Authority by the Acting Minister for
Agriculture. There is no doubt in the

minds of members of the Opposition that
the very narrow interpretation he placed
on the provision was a deliberately wrong
one, especially in view of the debates that
ensued when the Bill was before the
House. No objection is raised to walk-in-
walk-out sales. There can be no quarrel-
ling with the intention in this regard.
However, direct transference of quotas
without an accompanying firm sale is
producing deleterious effects which must
heve a far-reaching implication through-
out the whole industry.

This is the year 1975—a year in which
decisions must be taken to ensure that
the dairy indusiry will survive in the more
southern regions of this State. It will be
too late next year because the opportunity
will have passed. The Tonkin Government
set up the machinery for this to be done,
but the matter has been fumbled badly.
I suggest this has been done almaost delib-
erately, and in terms of the existing policy
it is certainiy catering for conly a certain
section of the industry.

«d 1

“ORBITAL EVOLUTION” FILM
Screening

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
desire to remind members of the screening
tonizht of the flm “Orbital Evolution”
which has been organised through the
Joint Library Committee. The film con-
cerns the development of the Sarich orbit-
al rngine, and is to ke presented in the
members’ common room at 6.50 this even-
ing.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I should like to make
three points, the first of which will clarify
the initial peoint I made in answer to an
interjection by the member for Murray.
I refer to the case presented to a special
committee by the president of a zone of
the Farmers’ Union. He referred to the
disparity in the negotiability of milk
gquotas and what is meant in terms of
ahnual gain to a farmer who can indulge
in negotiability at the present price.

He put it this way: Those 62-gallon
auotas issued five vears ago, and saleable
ot $250 a gallon today have a gross value
of $15 500, or $3 100 a year. Sixty two gal-
lens of milk supplied for 365 days a year
totals 22 630 gallons which, when divided
into $3 100, represents a bonus payment
to the producer of 13.7¢ a gallon of milk
supplitd, and can be recouped at the end
of five ycars. Butterfat producers have
been recziving a return of less than 20c a
gallon, and it probably is quite appropriate
to ask what the consumers would have to
say about this situation.

1 have received represcntations from
various branches of the Farmers’ Union in
the south-west, including the branches of
Margaret River, Denmark, Walpole, Nan-
nup, Manjimup and Warren.

Mr Blaikie: Was it the Margaret River
branch or zone council?

Mr H. D. EVANS: It was the zohe coun-
cil; I have the correspondence with me,
and would be happy to let the honourable
member take a copy of it. Without ex-
ception, each branch was opposed to the
existing policy relating to the transfer-
ability of quotas. Indeed, the feeling was
fairly strong in some of these areas.

I should now like to refer to the political
slenificance behind these moves, to demon-
strate and underline the importance this
issue has commanded and is still com-
manding. The Country Party considered
this issue and the inherent injustice of the
Literal Party policy—propounded in the
manner in which the negotiability ques-
tion was resolved—to be so great that it
warranted breaking the coallition. This
is the issue on which the coalition Gov-
ernment foundered. I point out that the
issue still exists, unresolved and un-
changed; the positlon is as serious as it
ever was. With that in mind, perhaps it
might be relevant to ask: Has the Country
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Party’s appraisal of the situation changed?
It must have done, unless it can be
demonstrated to the contrary.

The new Leader of the Country Party
said, “The decision to break out of coali-
tion was irreversible.” I do not know
just how irreversible “irreversible” is, but
the wandering lambs are back in the fold,
somewhat chastened, without having the
position changed in any way. However,
¢he principle involved in this matter re-
mains unaltered.

But do not take my word for that being
the summation of the political aspect of
the issue. I refer members to a public
document which embroiders the words 1
seem to recall using some months ago. 1
refer of course to a document titled,
“Coalition or Surrender to Portfollos Be-
fore Principles” written by Mr Stephens.
Th: first heading is, “Why the withdrawal
from Coalition?"” to which the following
answer is suppiied—-

“The main point to remember 1s
that Court flatly refused to allow
McPharlin to exercise his prerogative
as Minister.”

That relates to the transferabillty of
quotas. It continues—

“Court not only refused to accede
ta the Industry's requests.” (Deiry
Industry) “He would not even con-
sider a compromise.” (Would not
agree to a producer referendum).

Further on, the document continues—

Was It the right decision?

YES. With 13 months experience of
coalition it was evident that the
National Country Party was regarded
merely as a rubber stamp fo imple-
ment Liberal Policy.

Mr Harman: Full stop, and that is that.

Mr H. D EVANS: I will supply the

details in a moment. Later, it continues—
Points to Note

1. The decislon to stand firm on the
quota issue was supported by the
National Country Party and State

Couneil.
It continues—
4, The Parliamentary National

Country Party unilateral decision
to re-enter coalition was not only
in breach of a constitutional de-
clsion but ignored wishes of the
meajority of rank and file.

Still later, it continues—

6. Dick Old went to Ray McPharlin’s
office to ensure that the Premier
was acquainted with the Party's
determination on the quota issue.
David Reid and Peter Jones con-
tinually exhorted Matt Stephens
to see that McPharlin stood firm
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on the quota issue as success on
this issue was vital to Pariy pres-
tige. Yet when pressure was
applied to re-enter coalition all
three except Matt Stephens de-
serted McPharlin,

I do not think the issue of principle has
been resolved. The only members who
have acquitted themselves in a reasonable
and respectable manner have been the
former leader and deputy leader of the
Country Party; at least they showed they
had the courage to stand out of the coall-
tion which in fact the entire party should
have done if it expected to gain any
political recognition in the electorate. The
document goes on to say-—-

9. The Statement of Accord accented
by Old and Jones and which was
the basis of trying to ijustify a
return to coalition commenced
with the sentence:

“After a detailed review of
the sltuation 1t 1s agreed that
there is no conflict in basic
policies.”

Why, then, was the conflict sufficient to
bresk the coalition in the first place? The
situation is undiminished and unchanged.

I continue to quote—

If this is so why the need for a
National Country Party or alternat-
ively if Old and Jones believe this
themselves perhaps they more rightly
belong in the Liberal Party.

It would seem to me that unless the
Ceocuntry Party retrieves the situation to
an extent that is possible by representing
country producers as it professes or pur-
ports to do, its hope of building up credi-
bi'ity among any section of people in the
country is impossible to imagine. The
Country Party has the opportunity to
retrieve the situation to some extent by
taking up the issue where it was left off
and supporting the initial recommenda-
tion of the DIA and the policy of the
Farmers’ Union.

When this matter is put to the vote I
will surely divide the House as needs be,
There are other matiers within the dairy-
ing industry which must be examined. but
not wishing to confuse those with this
particular matter I have deferred seeking
the permission of the House to move a
further motion until a later date.

The motion before the House at present
is one which is vital to the dairying
industty. Prom it there stems so much,
and if the dairying industry is to be
returned to the degree of prosperity which
is pecessary in Western Australia, this is
one of the measures that will be most
important in bringing it about.

Mr HARMAN: I second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Old
{Minister for Agriculture).



[Wednesday, 20 August, 19751

LAME MARKETING BOARD
Ezxtension of Operations: Motion

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) (742 pm.]:
I move—

That in the opinion of the House
Section IV of the Marketing of Lamb
Act, 1971, should be gazetted forth-
with and the W.A. Lamb Marketing
Board be directed to extend its opera-
tions into the sale of all forms of
sheep meats.

Perhaps I should preface the peints I wish
to make on this motion by referring hack
to the 19th March last when I moved an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply in
terms similar to this motion. I did not
think I would be indebted to the Premier
for his action at that time, but as it turns
out I am indeed grateful because this
motion has now been moved at a more
appropriate time and the arguments that
were put forward in March last are even
more applicable at this stage.

It will be recalled that when I moved
my original motion to amend the Address-
in-Reply, I sought leave for section VI
of the Marketing of Lamb Act to be
gazetted. I then sought leave to amend
the motion to change the Roman numerals
VI to IV, but this leave was not granted.
I have no grounds for cavilling, nor have
I any intention to cavil at the Govern-
ment’s attitude on that occasion. What-
ever the cause and need to take action on
any matter it is the responsibility of each
and every member to justify his utterances
and his actions in this place and I accept
my responsibility just as every other mem-
ber does. However, the Government's
action in this instance was difficult to
understand and it still is.

I can recall a number of instances when
amendments have been made by leave of
the House and permission has been granted
for statements to be made by Ministers
and others without any dissentient voice
being raised. So when I sought leave to cor-
rect a typographical error in my motion
and this was denied me by the Premier and
two of his Ministers, it struck me that
they were being somewhat precipitous and
surely they could not reasonably expect
that in the future they could expect to
seek leave of the House without a dissen-
tient voice being raised when they sought
to make a statement.

Sir Charles Court: Your people did that
guite often; they denied me the right to
speak.

Mr H. D, EVANS: I canh recall an occa-
sion when they did, but I also recall the
reasons that were given for denying per-
mission at the time. It was somewhat
different from correcting a typographical
error when I was refused permission. I am
not complaining, but I am just pointing
out that the Premier must fee] that the
pattern of behaviour and conduct that has
been assumed—and certainly been con-
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doned, anyhow—will not continue in the
future and the Government must be pre-
pared to abide by it. It is also assumed
that, alternatively, the Government must
intend to be absolutely punctilious in every
action of its members right down to the
finest detail including the duties per-
former by its typists and everyone else
and not under untoward eor fortuitous cir-
cumstances, On every occasion in the
future when the Government seeks leave
of the House to make a statement it will
prokbably be advisable to check with the
Leader of the Opposition to ensure that
there is some circumstance that merits
the leave being granted,

However, on the face of if, that situation
having been created, I do nhot feel the
Government, at any time, could take ex-
ception to similar treatment being accorded
to its members.

Mr Harman: It was disgraceful.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The principle was cer-
tainly undesirable in a place such as this.

Mr Harman: The Deputy Premier was
a party to it, too,

Mr H. D, EVANS: The matter was the
gazettal of section IV of the Marketing of
Lamb Act which would have enabled the
Lamb Marketing Board to {rade in sheep
meats, The situation is still unresolved
even though a very tenuous sort of com-
promise was reached that overcame diffi-
culties facing the Lamb Marketing Board,
but this only highlights further the over-
al] position that now exists and which has
to be faced, because the refusal of the
Government to gazetie section IV of the
Marketing of Lamb Act has placed the
board in an invidious position.

The Government will find difficulty in
maintaining credibility among farmers in
view of some of jts actions in recent times,
and at the same time retain that credi-
bility among those who support the Gov-
ernment and whose interests in the meat
trade are opposed to those of the producers.

These are the horns of the dilemma with
which the Government is confronted—
whether it will maintain its facade among
the preducers and at the same time con-
tinue to retain the support of those whose
interests are not necessarily parallel with
those of the Jamb producers.

Under section IV of the Marketing of
Lamb Act the Minister is empowered to
publ’th in the Government Geozette notices
to allow the board to treat either mutton
or hogget. This can be done without ad-
ditional enabling legislation. The provision
is in the Act because the previous Govern-
ment had intended that when the Lamb
Marketing Board had demonstrated its
capacity and ability to function in a man-
ner that was favourable-—and not only
favourable but also economically favour-
able to the lamb producer—this section
would be gazetted.
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If T may just set out the seguence of
events that brought about the whole epi-
sode, there will be no doubts about the
clarity of the situation in the mind of any
member. I refer back to October, 1974,
when the Farmers' Union asked for the
gazettal of section IV to enable the Lamb
Marketing Board to trade in hogeet and
muiton.

In December, 1974. following the visit
of the General Manager of the Lamb
Marketing Board (Mr Malcolm McSpor-
ran) to the Middle East the board sub-
mitted a report to the Minister and asked
for an extension of its powers.

In the second week of December, 1974,
the board stated by letter that it did not
want acquisition powers, but it wanted to
be allowed to act as a competitor in the
market place. Surely this should appeal
to any free enterprise Government, and
an additional competitor should be wel-
comed with open arms.

What did the Government do? Did it
bring about greater competition and
greater benefits to producers? Accord-
ing to the philosophy of the Liberal Party
that should be its aim: but the Govern-
ment sald “No"” to a proposal to allow a
competitor to be brought in even if that
meant it was likely to give a better deal
to the producers. The eroding of the
interests of those already engaged in the
trade had no appeal at all to the Govern-
ment, for the very good reason it was
likely to lose electoral and finaneial sup-
port.

A report which appeared in The West
Australian of the 3rd December, 1974,
under the heading of “Hopes for Gulf
lamb markets” states—

However, marketing of hogget to
the Gulf would depend on a report
he had to make to the Minister for
Agriculture, Mr McPharlin. At pre-
sent the board had power only to sell
lambs.

This is a reference to the approach by
the Lamb Marketing Board to which I
have already alluded.

On the 28th January, 1975, the then
Acting Premier (Mr McPharlin) promised
a decision on whether the Government
would or would not allow the extension of
the rowers of the board, and he promisasd
a doeision on the morrow. I refer to a re-
nort which appeared in The West Aus-
tralian of the 30th January to the effect
tnat scme politicians claimed that certain
companies involved in the meat trade had
anplied pressure through the Liheral
Party to oppose the move. This is a mat-
ter to which further reference will be made
at the appropriate stage.

On the 30th January last there was an
snnouncament that Cabinet had deferred
the decision for another week; so, the
Government again put off the decision.
The report in The West Australian of the
30th January also referred to conilict
between the two coalition parties in the
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Government. I understand that the Pre-
mier had left instruetions that the matter
was not to be resolved in the period that
he was overseas.

On the 5th February the decision was
again deferred, and the ground was that
the Lamb Marketing Board had not put
uv a sufficiently strong case. The matter
was referred to the Meat Industry Ad-
visory Committee for further comment.
The Premier (Sir Charles Courl) said
that the board had not made out an
adequate case for the extension of its
powers. He said the information before
Cabinet had been inconclusive, and there-
fore we find Cabinet had referred the
matter to the Meat Industry Advisory
Committee.

It was on the 18th February, 1975, that
the announcement was made that the
Lamb Marketing Beard would not be per-
mitted to trade in hogget. The decision
had been taken, and at the same time
reference was made to the ability of the
Meat Industry Advisory Committee to ad-
judlcate in a matter of this kind.

The Farmers' Union, in particular, took
up the issue. There is still some question
about the validity of the decision of the
Meat Industry Advisory Committee, when
it is recorded that the original report of
the MIAC was a committee decision; that
the second referral was handled by the
chairman alone; and that the final recom-
mendation was a chairman’'s decision.
Technically and legally that might be cor-
reet, but I am sure in essence, spirit, and
intent it is not correct.

It was on the grounds that the com-
mitiee represented the interests of the
meat industry to such a degree that the
producer interests in the matter were open
to question. The reaction to the decision
vas, to sV the least, ouite active. On the
i9th February, 1975, the President of the
Country Party (Mr David Reid) stated
that he was bitterly disappointed with the
State Government's rejection of the Lamb
Markeling Board’s request to trade com-
npetitively in hogget. He said he could
see nothing harmful or sinister about open
comipetitive marketing, and that would be
the case if the powers of the board were
evicnded. He said that the Country Party
would push ahead with new moves. That
was the reaction of the President of the
Country Party.

On the 20th February, 1993, a repart
appearsd in The Couniryman under the
headint of “Gardiner slams Government
decision”. It reads as follows—

The State Cabinet decision not to
allow the Lamb Merketing Board to
trade in hogeet was political inter-
ference at its worst, Mr John Gardiner
said yesterday.

Mr Gardiner, president of the
FParmers’ Union’s meat =ection said he
was disgusted at the decision.
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The editorial of the Farmers’ Weekly of
the 16th February contained two interest-
ing paragraphs which summed up in fair
terms the attitude of the Farmers’ Union.
The first paragraph is as follows—

The Unlon badly wants its members
to have the right to market their
hogget through the Lamb Board if
they so wish.

It is on that basis that the principle of
the producer having at least some say in
the disposal of his product comes to the
forefront. It is the tenet by which the
Farmers’ Union had forged its philosophy
for some considerable time. I fail to see
how 1t could he otherwise.

The concluding paragraph of that edi-
torial states—

Or it could be that vested interests
are well organised in their opposltion
to giving farmers a say in the market-
ing of their own produce?

It stands to reason that vested Interests
comprising companies of all kinds—
whether they trade in buildings or motor-
cars—have hoards of directors, telephones,
and other means by which top-level
decisions can bhe made at short order.
Half a dezen telephone calls could be the
means of arranging a directors’ meeting.

Of course, to this extent they are
organised. When farmers come into con-
flict and competition with such well-man-
aged organisations guided by specialists
who spend 24 hours of the day thinking
on their particular aspect of trade, it is
no wonder that the farmers are no match.

On the 21st February, 1975, the then
Deputiy Premier (Mr McPharlin) was at
pains to stress that the coalition Govern-
ment was working harmoniously. He said
there was no party split. and that the
coalition parties were working together
well and harmoniously. As subsequent
events have proved, this was not the case.

it is obvious that this is a more dis-
ruptive issue than was the transferability
of milk quotas. I suggest that the inherent
injustice in the decision taken on this is
at least no less than it was on the milk
quotas.

The State Government rejected the
alternatives put to it. particularly by the
Farmers' Union. While the farmers
baclked the union stand on hogget there
was stiill a rejection of points they had
proposed at the Farmers’ Union confer-
ence. The conference backed the decisions
and actions that had been taken right
down the line.

I recell an answer to a guestion asked
in this House. The implication was that
the wishes and- policy of the union had
been met. That was not in accord with a
letter I received very shortly afterwards.
At the same time the Farmers’ Union was
not disposed to compromise on that
prineiple, which involves such a very broad
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ramification in marketing, that the pro-
ducer must necessarily have some control
over his product and he should not be
completely excluded as had been the case
in this regard. The uncompromising stand
on that point taken by the executive and
endorsed by the general conference makes
the point and, to establish the facts, it is
worth quoting the first few lines of the
unabridged Press release which was for-
warded to me from the executive of the
Farmers’ Union. It reads—

The Farmers’ Union request for
gazettal of Part IV of the Marketing
of Lamb Act still stands.

This would allow the board to trade
on a voluntary basis in sheepmeats as
well as lamb.

The union’s request to this effect
was first made last October.

The Lamb Board also requested
gazettal of Part IV of the Act but the
reasons for the two requests were on
slightly different bases.

That demaonstrates the point, without going
any further, that the board has retained
its consistency right through.

As a result of further negotiations
between the union and the Government,
which did not in any way clarify the whole
position from the union point of view, the
immediate question of clearing summer
lambs was resclved, but not the issues of
prineciple. The summer lambs might have
gone, although no doubkt they will be back,
but the principle concerning the extension
of the powets of the board has still not
been determined, nor will it be until the
gazettal of this part of the Act. So,
because the board can handle summer
lambs, and because there has been little
hogget up till this time—and the situa-
tion has changed dramatically now—-the
two issues still remain.

The first of these issues is the request of
the growers through their organisation to
market their product as they see fit. This
is still denied them. The second Is that
the hoard needs to trade in hogget and
sheep meat. In fact this need has been
intensified because the approach to new
markets must be fully flexible to ensure
that the hoard can operate at the capacity
it is capable of,

Also the Australian Department of
Agriculture regulations preclude summer
lambs being marketed as hogget and this
is the difficulty.

The extension of powers is scught to
handle summer lambs—and the summer
lambs certainly are a problem when it
comes to the overall marketing situation.
They cannot be shipped to the TUnited
Kingdom or the EEC. Many are rejected
and certainly hogget commands a hetter
price than summer lamb. TUnder the
Crown Law decision which was taken I
understand there is no way the board could
handle hogget and this view is still the
same. However, having acquired the meat
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as summer lamb, the board can dispose
of it as young sheep provided it conforms
with the Commonwealth regulations.

The present position is that the board
has gained an order for something like
10000 tonnes, which includes approxi-
mately 2 500 tonnes of hogget, and to ful-
fil the total order it would have to arrange
through the Midland Junction Abattoir or
the WAME or some private abattoir to
supply the balance of the order which is
not lamb. To say the least this is clumsy
and unsatisfactory from a negotiating point
of view., No private firmm would tolerate
such clumsy, ill-conceived methods.

The ADA regulation precludes summer
lamb being sold as hogget. The Premier
is reported as being reasonably satisfied
with the board, but are the board and the
Farmers’ Union satisfied with the Premier?
That is & question which might well be
asked, and if a reply were elicited I am
sure it would be found they were not satis-
fied. Most certainly the Opposition is not
satisfied with the Premier and will not
be until part IV of the Act is gazetted.

Reference has been made to contracts
with the Middle East. As I understand the
situation from the Press releases, contracts
have been secured for 5 000 tonnes of lamb.,
and a further 1000 tonnes of sheep meat,
Consequently approximately one-third of
the total order has to be provided in sheep
meat, not lamb, and the board is unable
to touch this. This is where the difficulty
arises. Also, there is an addijtional possible
arder of something like 3 000 tonnes of
lamb, and 1200 of mutton.

Let me make reference to the sttuation.
In the first full year of its operation the
board handled just over 1.250 million
lambs. This year the expectation by the
Department of Agriculture is in the order
of 1.7 million lambs. Consequently it is
obvious there is a need for the market to
be well organised otherwise a glut situation
could very eastly arise. When we take into
consideration the fact that something like
4 200 tonnes of sheep meat is to be supplied
this puts the mutton and lamb producer
in a favoured position this year, particu-
larly when we realise what 1s happening
to the beef farmers of Western Australia
and, indeed, of the whole country.

This 4200 tonnes of mutton in the
amount additional to lamb, if the contract
is obtained, will need to be supplied by
private firms and one could well ask why
should it not be supplied by the board. It
just cannot be s¢ under the existing situa-
fion.

I was rather interested to hear a radio
talk at midday on the 8th August during
the natlonal ceuntry hour when the state-
ment was made that Iran is prepared to
pay %1600 per tonne for mutton, but is
ablized to pay only $1200 to $1 300 per
tonne because competition in the industry
has given cheaper rates to Iran.
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I do not know specifically why this has
come up but I can only conclude that com-
petition among the traders has forced the
price down, each seeking to gain contracts
at the lowest possibie price. The price
finally decided on was $1200 to $1300 a
tonne whereas officially Iran would be
prepared to accept our mutton at $1600
per tonne, That is the sort of competition
which the existing system brings about. It
is occurring in the Middle East markets
and alse in the saleyards by the competi-
tion from the wholesale butchers and pro-
cessors who force down the prices paid to
the producers. The producers are being
slaughtered, not the stock!

Mr Hartrey: The consumers are not re-
ceiving the benefit.

Mr H. D. EVANS: As the member for
Boulder-Dundas has said, the consumers
are not receiving the benefit which possibly
they should receive, Iran is certainly en-
joying a bonanza at the expense of the
Western Australian sheep farmers.

There is an advantage associated with
the Lamb Marketing Board dealing with
the Governmenis of Middle East coun-
tries. Our largest segment of trade has been
developed in Iran and that country has a
set-up comparable to the Western Aus-
tralian Lamb Marketing Board. That
organisation is respected and understood,
and also it has the standing of a semi-
Government authority and that, in the
Arabian countries, means quite a deal. It
inspires confidence and, at the same time,
it is obliged to work through private con-
tractors. So, it is obvious there is need
for a single trading authority on the in-
ternational scene,

The situation is difficult enough without
the competition which exists within the
trade, It would be preferable, certainly, to
have a trade appreach on a national basis,
as is the case with countries such as New
Zealand. If we cannot obtain that approach
in the short term then, perhaps, the next
best thing is to develop a State authority
which is capable of fulfilling that function.
The board, which handles the bulk of Aus-
tralia’s exports, is not in a very useful
position. A natural adjunct to lamb is mut-
ton, which strengthens the case for further
negotiation,

It is also fitting—indeed. it is probably
necessary—to refer to the traditfonal
markets which we have developed in past
vears; markets which are no longer avail-
able to us, and markets which will not be
available to us for much longer. The mar-
kets of the United Kingdom and the EEC
are no longer open to us. Germany and
Holland may take & small quantity of
iamb, but certainly only a matter of 200
or 300 tonnes. The UK will accept our
loamh, but at a price—something llke 6¢
below that which is received for Western
Australian lamb on the Middle East mar-
kets, That 1s the distinction.
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There is a possibility that greater quan-
tities of lamb will be imported into the UK
when increased tariff rates became opera-
tive in 1978 but that will be only a trading
device on the part of importers to obtain
larger stocks before the effects of the tariff
are felf. The Middle East prices are stiil
well above those which are being paid in
the United Kinzdom and, at all events,
any sales to the UK at the end of this
year will be for a short duration only and
certainly wili nhot have influence on the
industry in the long term.

Tue whole position is exacerbated to
some extent by the step taken in New Zea-
lend to devalue Its currency. That move
will glve New Zealand trade advantages in
many countries throughout the world,
except where contracts are not written
in US gdollars. It could well be that
Western Australian lamb growers and
mutton preoducers will be facing stiffer
competition from New Zealand In the
future. For that reason our market struc-
ture should be kept at the most efficient
level to meet the additional challenge to
the problems which already exist.

The previous Government Intended that
the record of the board should be exam-
ined periodically and consistently until it
could be ascertained that the time was
propitious for the hoard to engage in the
trading of sheep meat. I do not think it
can be denied that that stage has not only
been reached, but surpassed, because to
June, 1975, the board had handled a total
of three million lambs. The net average to
the grower has bheen $8.50 per lamb, and
that includes culls. That figure compares
mcre than favourably in the long term
with Eastern States figures. Frequently we
see items in the Press referring to the
situation in the Eastern States, and point-
ing out how much better off the Eastern
States growers are.

The full story needs to be told before any
judgment of the position between the vari-
ous Siates Is made. When we examine the
trading operations inh Western Australia,
gver g twa-year period, and try to compare
them with reports which appear in the
Press concerning Eastern States markets,
a meaningful comparison just is not pos-
sible. In the first place, the Press reports
are mere estimations; they are never a true
picture of what is happening. In one parti-
cular Press report a market was quoted as
paying $17.50 for lambs. That may have
been so, but it was for one pen only. The
rest of the market was down $3 per Iamb
on the previous week. That is the sort of
situation which comes about and gives a
distaorted picture of the true position as it
exists.

Let us face the facts. What justification
can there be for rejecting this mation, and
for denving the Western Australian Lamb
Marketing Board an opportunity to trade
as it was proposed it should trade?

2123

Mr Hartrey: None whatsoever.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The member for
Boulder-Dundas has given the obvlous ans-
wer, and anybody who attempts to give a
contrary answer will be hard pressed to
Justify if. The only grounds I can see for
denying the Western Australian Lamb
Marketing Board the proposed powers is
to protect vested interests in the meat in-
dustry, and protect them at the expense
of the growers. There is no other reason
that this should not be done.

The WA Lamb Marketing Board has vin-
dicated its establishment very thoroughly:
indeed, even to the extent of satisfying the
Premier. After the inquisition by the
Premier the board would have had to
operate faultlessly.

I will refer also to another item which
appeared in the Press, and thls was a
criticism of the Lamb Marketing Board.
It contained something like 20 slgnatures.

The principal who put that petition for-
ward, I understand following investiga-
tion, is the supervisor of four properties
which are owned by a concern which is
involved in the export of lamb. I believe
he is concerned with the interests of those
who commission him to carry out super-
visory duties. The petition which was put
forward was in some cases signed more
than a year previously, I believe, and cir-
cumstances have changed vastly in that
time.

Earlier this evening I referred to the
political aspects of another problem in the
rural industries. We have exactly the same
position here--a matter of principle and
a matter of establishing credibility, which
I think Is desperately needed by the Coun-
try Party at the present time. The credi-
bility—

Mr McIver: There is none,

Mr H. D. EVANS: It is well nigh obhlit-
erated, anyway. The Albany Adverliser of
the 24th March quotes the previous Leader
of the Country Party as saying—

. there was colossal pressure

brought to hear by vested interests—
This related to the matter of gazetting
section ™V of the Marketing of Lamb Act.

The article continued—
—s0 much so that the Premier had

requested him to take the matter to
Cabinet and he was obliged to do so.

The article goes on to say—

In a Cahinet where the numbers
were nine to three against the Country
Party it was a difficult job to get a
favourable decision—

Mr Carr: No wonder they pulled out.

Mr H. D. EVANS: But does it change
anything? Does it mean the Country
Party can never get a deeision its sup-
porters want if it offends the Liberal
Party? If the Country Party has the ef-
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frontery to go back to the electors and
tell them it represents them sincerely and
fully in this place—

Mr Barnett:; Only two of them can hold
up their heads and one of them is to be
“redistributed out'.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The former Minister
said at a public meeting in my electorate
that powerful interests had been respon-
sible for this situation. My final quotation
comes from the Country Party conierence,
when the same member of Parliament
warned of a threat to the lamb board.
The report reads—

Powerful groups were still trying to
get rid of the W.A. Lamb Marketing
Board, the former Minister for Agri-
culture, Mr McPharlin, said yesterday.
. .. The dispute was a major factor
in the NCP temporarily leaving the
coalition Government.

“Temporarily” is the operative word. It
did not last very leng at all, and what
is more it did not resoclve the issues which
were at stake. They are still with us and
we are still tryng to decide them tonight.
The report goes on—

The education policies of the coali-
tion partners in the State Government
are still in conflict . . .

However, that is by the way.

All in all we are still confronted with
a dire need to allow the Lamb Marketing
Board to operate in the manner it de-
sires, and that manner will be to the
benefit of the lamb producers in this State.
The motion before the House reads—

That in the opinion of the House
Section IV of the Marketing of Lamb
Act, 1971, should be gazetted forthwith
and the W.A, Lamb Marketing Board
be directed to extend its operations
into the sale of all forms of sheep
meats.

To make that point clear, the motlon is
designed to ensure that the portion of see-
tion 1V which requires a request on thz part
of the Board and acquiescence on the part
of the Minister is put into operation. It
is no good just gazetting the section and
leaving it; it must go further than that.
It Is necessary to authorise the Lamb
Marketing Board to proceed in the matter
according to its commercial judgment and
in accordance with the opportunities and
cireumstances within the Iindustry, In
much the same way as the Midland Junc-
tion Abattoir Board has done.

The abatteir board has been given the
right to trade but it has been given only
broad guidelines as to the manner of its
operation, Basically, If a situation arises
where it 1s necessary {(a) to keep the
works in operation to its fullest extent, or
(b) to take out of the saleyvard excessive
sheep at a glut time when they are not
being purchased, the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board acts to fulfit those two
functions.
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Section IV of the Marketing of Lamb
Act should be gazetted to allow the Lamb
Marketing Board to get on with the job in
the circumstances which the commercial
aspects of the Industry demand. It would
be foolish to give specific instructions as
to how it should go about trading. It has
done a good enough job up to the present
time and there is no reason for concern
that it will not fulfil its expanded function
in a similar manner in the future.

I repeat there is no reason whatsoever
that the Lamb Marketing Board should
not be given extended powers. unless it
is to protect the vested interests in the
meat industry which are diametrically
opposed to the interests of the farmers in
Western Australla. It will be interesting
to see the reaction of the Country Party
if it is ever again to hold up its head in
the electorate where it claims to represent
the interests of producers.

Mr HARMAN: I second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture).

VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN
CONFLICTS

Condemnation of Statements by Depuly
Prime Minister: Molion

Debate resumed, from the 17th April
on the following motion by Mr Grayden
{Minister for Lahour and Industry)—

This House deplores the alarmingly
anarchistic statements atiributed to,
and since confirmed by, the Deputy
Prime Minister, Dr Cairns, and pub-
lished in The Launceston Exraminer
on April 1, 1975, to the effect that
“it was now inevitable that the Saigon
and Phnom Penh governments will
tall”'; that “it is inevitable that the
South Vietnamese Government will
fall to a government dominated by
the people’s revolutionary govern-
ment” and that ‘““he expects Australia
to Le the first country to recognise
the new communist government’”,

It considers these statements as be-
ing a savage attack on fundamental
democratic principles in view of the
fact that the present South Vietnam-
ese president and National Assembly
were constitutionally elected at an
internationally observed election in
the presence of representatives of
many countries, including Australia
and Australian Labor officials,

Furthermore, this House believes
that such statements as those
attributed to Dr Cairns, give devas-
tatingly effective moral support and
inspiration to the communist invaders
of South Vietham to the detriment
of those who are now desperately
fichting to preserve political freedom
in South Vietnam.
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In addition, the House believes that
the statements are callously indiffer-
ent to the tragic plight of the Viet-
namese refugees and are a grievous
insult to all who have been wounded
or who have Jaid down their lives
in South Vietnam in order to prevent
a small nation from being taken by
force.

To which Mr J. T. Tonkin (Leader of
the Opposition) had moved the following
amendmeni—

Delete all words after the word
“deplores” in line 1,

ME HALKTREY (Boulder-Dundas) (8.28
p.m.): At eight minutes past six on the
afternoon of the 17th April this House
paid me the compliment of permitting me
to resume my remarks at a future date.

The SPEAKER: I remind the honour-
able member he has 13 minutes.

Mr HARTREY: That will be about 12
minutes too many. I felt at the time that
unless the opportunity arose very speedily
it would be quite superfluous for me to
resume my remarks at all, because this
motion was all about the rather calamitous
condition of two Asiatic countries which
was entirely due to the military adven-
tures of the United States and our stupid
satellite perfermance in deoing precisely
what “LBJ” and other great heroes of the
United States directed us to do through
our then Prime Ministers Menzies and
Holt, It is aiready anecient history, thank
God. so I do not propose to address my-
zelf to the body of the motion.

1 have already said—and I repeat—it
was deplorable that the attack should have
been made on Dr Cairns, and of course
some very incorreet prophecies were made
in connection with the motion. Terrible
things were going to happen; the Premier
even went so far as to say that Dr Cairns
was such 3 powerful man he could easily
overturn the Prime Minister at any fime
he chose.

Sir Charles Court: And he could.

Mr HARTREY: That is one prophecy
which went completely astray.

Sir Charles Court: Cairns has not fin-
ished with him yet.

Mr HARTREY : Mr Whitlam has finished
with Dr Calrns, I am afraid, However, I
do not want to be drawn into prophecies.

8ir Charles Court: The shadow haunts
him.

Mr HARTREY: The Premier was well
off the mark. Cicero once said that the
politician who can make the best con-
jecture is the one he regarded as the most
prophetic. That is all one can do with
politics—make conjectures—and the
Premier’s conjecture was hopelessly wrong,
although at the time I was rather inclined
to agree with it myself.
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We will say no more about the subject.
I have no more to say, and I hope no-one
else has. Thank God—and I say that with
all reverence and sincerity—the whole
beastly episode is over, It finished much
less tragically than I feared it might, and
many other people felt the same appre-
hensions as I did, and justly so. It was
a great mercy that the whole rotten situa-
tion has been cleaned up & good deal better
than we ever expected it to be. I will say
no more except to thank the House for
giving me the opporfunity to make a few
more remarks. I hope we have now buried
—without honour, glory, or bugles—the
Vietnam war with all its concomitants,
which may now be forgotten, although not
necessarily forgiven, politicallly.

MR GRAYDEN (Socuth Perth—Minister
for Labour and Industry) [8.32 p.m.): The
purpese of this amendment is to delete
certain words from a motion I moved dur-
ing the last session of this House and to
insert others which are not very com-
plimentary to me. I have no wish at this
late stage to answer any of the allegations
made, Although I tocok strong exception
to them at the time, I do not feel there
is any point in referring to them at this
juncture.

However, I do want to say that an
inadverient error occurred in transcrib-
ing the shorthand notes of this particular
motion, and this error was not picked up
when the draft was checked. Members
may recall that the original motion ap-
peared on the notice paper for some days
hefore the Leader of the Opposition drew
the attention of the House to the fact
that one or two words had been omitted
from the statements which were attributed
to the then Deputy Prime Minister (Dr
Cairns). The words omitted were not
really significant because when I moved
the motion I read out the precise remarks
of the then Deputy Prime Minister and
1 made absolutely clear which words I
took exception to. So although this error
occurred, no-one in the House could have
been in any doubt about what was actually
said.

As a result of the action taken by the
Leader of the Oppesition when he drew
the attention of members to this error,
I asked my own department to inquire
into the matter. This inquiry has been
completed, and my staff have asked me
to table the relevant papers. The note
that accompanies the photocopies of the
papers is relatively brief, and therefore,
I would like to read it to members as it
explains what actually happened. It
reads as follows—

Enquiries have been made into the
omission of the word “among” from
your motion in the House.

Attached are the following:

Marked “A"-—A photo copy from
‘“The Launceston Examiner”
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of an article together with a
typed extract.

Marked “B"—The shorthand
notes as dictated by you of a
rough draft of your notice of
motion.

Marked "C'"—The typed trans-

cription of the shorthand
notes marked “B’.
Marked "D"-—An alternative

rough draft submitted by the
FPublic Relations Officer.

Marked “E”—A re-typing in their
exact form of the shorthand
notes marked "“B".

This note is signed by my private sec-
retary—a gentleman well known to the
member for Maylands because he was _hls
private secretary before he became mine.

Mr Harman: He will be mine again too,
shortiy.

Mr GRAYDEN: That is wishful think-
ing.
Mr Coyne: Never.

Mr GRAYDEN: This document is dated
the 18th April, 1975, and it goes on to
say—

A careful examination of the short-
hand notes indieates that the word
“agmong’ was dictated, however, in
the typing of the rough draft marked
“C” g mis-understanding apparently
occurred through an overlarge era-
sure symbol—this is further borne out
by the fact that although the short-
hand symbol is for “countries” the
typist changed this word to “country”
to fit in with what was thought to
be an erased outline,

In conclusion, from the paper sub-
mitted it is evident that an inadver-
tent error ocecurred in transeribing
shorthand which was not picked up
when the draft was checked.

I ask, Sir, that the papers be tabled. I
regret that the error oceurred, but I re-
peat that no member could be under any
misconception about my motion because
of it. At the time I moved the motion,
I stated quite precisely the remarks to
which I objected.

The papers were tabled (see paper No.
334).

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result—

Ayes—17
Mr Barnett Mr Harman
Mr Bateman Mr Hartrey
Mr Bertram Mr Mclver
Mr B. T. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Taylor
Mr Carr Mr A, R. Tonkin
Mr Davies Mr J. T. Tonkin

Mr H. T, Evaha

T Mr Moller
Mr Fletcher

fTelier)

Noes—23
Mr Blaikle Mr Q'Connor
Eir Cnarles Court Mr Old
Mr Cowan Mr O’Nell
Mr Coyne Mr Ridge
Mrs Craig Mr Rushton
Dr Dadour Mr Shalders
Mr Grayden Mr Slbson
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Bodeman
Mr Laurance Mr Btephens
Mr McPharlln Mr Watt
Mr Mensaros Mr Clarko
Mr Nanovich f Teller)
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr T. H. Jones Mr Young
Mr T. D). Evans Mr Grewar
Mr Bryce Mr Thompson
Mr May

Sir David Brand
Crane

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion} Resumed
Question put and a division taken with

the following result—

Ayes—23
Mr Blalkle Mr O'Connor
Sir Charles Court Mr O1d
Mr Cowan Mr O'Nell
Mr Coyne Mr Ridge
Mrs Cratg Mr Rushton
Dr Dadour Mr Shalders
Mr Grayden Mr Sibson °
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Sodeman
Mr Laurgnce Mr Btephons
Mr McPharlln Mr Watt
Mr Mensaros Mr Clarko
Mr Nanovich {Teller )
Noes—17
Mr Barnett Mr Harman
Mr Bateman Mr Hartrey
Mr Bertram Mr Mclver
Mr B. T. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Taylor
Mr Carr Mr A. R, Tonkin
Mr Davies Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr H. D. Evans Mr Moiler
Mr Fletcher (Te'!
Patrs
Ayes Noes

Mr Young My T. H. Jones
Mr Grewar Mr T. D. Evans

Thompson Mr Bryce
Sir David Brand Mr May
Mr Crane Mr Jamieson

Question thus passed.

Motion agreed to.

KWINANA FREEWAY EXTENSION

Summoning of Witnesses to the Bar of the
House: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 23rd April, on
the following motion by Mr A. R. Tonkin—

That the following be summoned to
the Bar of this House on a date to be
fixed to give evidence relating to the
construction of a southern extension
to the Kwinana Freeway and matters
relating thereto:

Dr Edward Maslen of 31 Roebuck
Drive, Manning

Prof. Martyn Webb of 102 Circe
Circle, Dalkeith

Cr Paul Ritter of 76 Brookton
Highway, Kelmscott

Prof. Desmond C. O'Connor of
118 Forrest Street, South
Perth
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Mr Gordon Barreti-Hill of 8 Bin-
daring Parade, Claremont

Mr Lauchlan Miller of 19 Larundel
Road, City Beach

Dr Alison Baird of 9A View Street,
Peppermint Grove

Dr Brian W. Logan of 18 Alness
Street, Applecross

Dr Byron Lamont of 12 Flamingo
Run, Burrendah

Mr L. A. Tilly of 195 The Esplan-
ade, Mt Pleasant

Mr George H. Playford of 184
Lockhart Street, Como.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley—Minister
for Transport) [8.44 pm.]: This motion
was moved some months ago, and probably
maeny members have forgotten the full
detail of it. It was moved by the member
for Morley for the purpose of bringing
before the Bar of the House certain mem-
bers of the public to give evidence in con-
nection with the proposed extension of the
Kwinana Freeway. I was ahsent on the
night on which the member for Morley
made his speecih, but having read his
speech it I1s my opinion that his stunt
lacked body. In fact, while I appreciate
the fact that he has made many capable
speeches in this place I think this is one of
his pocrer efforts; indeed it is the most
feehie of them all.

He did not include amongst the people
he would like to summon to this place
persons who have a lifetime of experience
in traffic matters and who have an
interest in roads. In fact, he gave no
details of the experts he proposes to bring
before the Bar of the House—all of whom
he could have contacted had he wanted
to do so. I ask the honourable member:
Did he contact all these people? He does
not answer, so obviously he did not. From
the information I have received it is quite
obvious that he did not.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Did not do what?

Mr O'CONNOR: Contact all of these
pecple.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Yes, I did.

Mr Q'CONNOR: Well, I was contacted

by some of those concerned, and the Main
Roads Department received letters from
- others which indicate otherwise. They
indicated they did not want to be associ-
ated with the issue; as a matter of fact,
one or {wo indicated that they did not
support the point of view of the member
for Morley, anyhow.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Do you think I am
cg,llix;g them here simply to support my
view?

Mr O'CONNOR: No, but I had grave
doubts as to whether the honourable mem-
ber contacted each of them. He could have
done that and cbtained information from
them without bringing them to the Bar of
the House.
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Mr Bertram: He has removed your
doubts now.

Mr O'CONNOR.: Yes, I accept what the
member says and take it for granted that
he did contact them.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: I contacted all of
them, but there was a misunderstanding
with one.

Mr O'CONNOR: I accept what the
member for Morley says. However, I be-
lieve his motion is not only mischievous
but alse an affront and an insult to the
elected members of this House. That 1s how
I see his action, combined with the action
of the Federal Minister (Mr Charles Jones)
who has decided to overrule the wants and
the requirements of this Parliament.

I am appalled to think that a Federal
Minister who is without great knowledge
of what has occurred in connection with
this issue, should, at the request of mem-
hers opposite, declde to interfere with what
has been agreed upcn in this Parllament.
Quite frankly, this is one of the worst
actions I have ever seen since I have been
in this place. If the Federal Government
is poing to interfere in respect of every
issue decided in this Parliament and with
which members of the Opposition do not
agree, what sort of Parliament willl we
have? What sort of systern will we have
if in each State, because the Opposition
does not agree with something the Federal
Government will step in and hold an in-
quiry irrespective of whether it is for the
benefit of the electors of the State?

Mr Harman: Is the Federal Government
supplying any money for this?

Mr OCONNCR: I hope it will
supply the lot. However, it i1s a waste of
money conducting an inguiry because all
the inquirles necessary have been made
in the past. We are wasting our time
sitting here debating all these matters if
our decisions are to be suddenly overruled
in the Pederal sphere, This Is an action
we have never before seen in this place.

Mr Skidmore: There weren't many in-
quiries.

Mr O'CONNOR: Of course, the member
for Swan is wrong, because his leader held
an ingulry into this subject, and something
like 18 inguiries have been held in the
last 20 years. No matter which has heen
before this Parliament has been the sub-
ject of more work or mare inquiries. What
would be the result if we held another
inquiry?

Mr Skidmore: History reveals that many
inquiries have found the right answers.

Mr O'CONNOR: History doss not reveal
that in the past the Federal Government
has issued an instruction that funds
will not be forthcoming until such time
as the wants of the Opposition are satis-
fled, Quite frankly, I feel that is an
insult to the Parlament of this State, and
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a further inguiry will be simply an un-
warranted waste of time especially from
the point of view of the people who ilve
south of the river and who will have to
wait a lot longer before they have a decent
system of traffic movement in that area.

Mr Bertram: You were not worrled
about wasting time on the previous motion,
whic;n was introduced by your Govern-
ment.

Mr O’CONNOR: Recently I had lunch
at the Parmelia Hotel with Mr Jones, at
the expense of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Sir Charles Court:
something out of him.

Mr O'CONNOR: T am sorry; it may not
have been at the expense of the Common-
wealth Government because it was in con-
nection with the oil drilling rig issue.
Before I had lunch with Mr Jones I heard
a whisper outside the hotel that he had
received a protest from members of the
Opposition in connection with the Kwin-
ana Freeway Issue, even though the
maftter had heen resclved in this place. I
think thie member for Morley was involved,
although he can deny it if he wants to.

Mr Charles Jones, the Federal Minister,
did not have the courtesy to tell me he
was going to override a decision of this
Parliament, even though he sat next to
me; he made an announcement later that
afternoon. If this is the sort of
co-operation they are prepared to give,
where do we go from there?

Mr Barnett: He listened to the state-
ments you made and gave his decision
later.

Mr O'CONNOR: Of course, the member
for Rackingham could not be too happy
because many of his electors will be dis-
advantaged. The same applies to Mr
Dawkins; members of his electorate will be
stuck in traffic jams because of the deci-
sion of the Federal Minister.

Mr ‘Taylor: Mr Dawkins, the Federal
member for Taneney, has dene nothing at
all; he is not involved.

Mr O'CONMNOR: Is he
not his party involved?

Mr Taylor: That might be so, but that
is a dgifferent thing.

Mr O'CONNOR: Is the memher for
Cockburn sure of that?

Mr Taylor; Well. you are on your feet,
and you are meking the statements.

Mr Q’CONNOR: The member for Cock-
burn will get his chance to speak later.
The member for Morley asked whether it
is radical to seek the advice of experts. It
is not; it is not even necessary to seek
the rdvice of Parliament, if we are to be
overridden in this mannzr by the Federal
Minictor. He went on further to ask,
“Should there he any opposition to it at
all?” It made not one iota of difference

At least you got

not? But was
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what this Parliament said; despite the fact
that we had instituted inquiries into this
proposal, we were ¢gverridden by the Federal
Minister. The member for Morley went
on to say—

. . . Parliament will continue to be
a farce ., ., .

We now have a genuine one-party
State, and because of that, Parliament
has been emasculated, and It has lost
any semblance of what it should be.

This Parliament has been emasculated
fhrough the actions of some members of
the Onposition and of the Federal Govern-
ment; I believe they have been tremend-
ously discourteous to the people of this
State in the way they have acted. What
a farce for a member to speak in that way,
when the Commonwealth Government, of
which he is a supporter, has acted in the
way it has; he shows total insincerity and
a lack of eoncern for the electors of this
State.

During his speech in the Address-in-
Reply debate, the honourable member said
the plans were available for only two
weeks, The plans for the Kwinana Free-
way extensions were available when his
Government was in officee. When 1
hecame Minister, I was advised that the
plans were available, but had not bheen
released. Immediately after I became Min-
ister I released them, so what the honour-
able member said was not a fact. The
plans not only had heen available for a
couple of weeks; they also had been avail-
able during the term of office of his
Government.

Mr Skidmore: He did not make that
statement.

Mr O’'CONNOR: He did!

I Skidmore: That they were not
released?

Mr O'CONNOR: The member for Swan
has not been listening, and I do not intend
to go back over the same ground again.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Are you saying that
I =aid the plans for the Kwinana Freeway
extensions were not available?

Mr O'CONNOR.: I said that the honour-
able member claimed the plans were avail-
able for only two weeks; but the plans
were available during the term of his
Gavernment. )

Mr A. R. Tonkin: They were not made
avciltble in this House.

My O'CONNOR: I released them when I
became Afinister, and that was not two
weers before the honourable member's
speech.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What was the date
of my speech?

Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber has the Haensard in front of him; let
him find it.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:
weeks,

1t was about two
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Mr O'CONNOR: I am talking about
April of last year.

Mr Barnett: To whom were they
released?

Mr O'CONNOR: To the public! The hon-
ourable member does not even know these
things, yet the proposal affects his area.
This is something which vitally affects his
electorate, yet he did not realise the plans
had been released to the Press and tele-
vision!

Mr Barnett; I wonder how many other
people knew,

Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber is a member of Parliament, and it is
his duty to know these things.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Perhaps we are on a
different wave length, Which plans are
you talking about?

Mr O'CONNOR: I am referring to the
plans for the Kwinana Freeway exten-
sions.

Mr Barnett: What extensions?

Mr O'CONNOR: If the honourable
member does not know by now, I do not
intend to go over it again. The informa-
tion was released to both Press and tele-
vision.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Did you say the
documents released by the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning
were available over a year ago?

Mr O'CONNOR: Mr Speaker, if T may
g0 on.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: I am asking a gues-
tion.

Mr O'CONNOR: Further discussion
took piace when the Commissioner of
Main Roads and his officers came up io
Parliament House fo give members details
of the proposal. As I said, when I came
into office I found the plans were avail-
able, and I instructed the commissioner
to release them immediately so that the
public would know what was going on;
this was in, I think, April, 1974; although
I am not sure of the exact date.

Mr A. R. Tonkin; The plans to which
I was referring—the plans tabled by the
Minister for Urban development—related
to the MRPA inquiry.

Mr O'CONNOR.: I am talking about the
pians for the Ewinana Freeway extensions.
The member for Morley went even further
in his speech in the Address-in-Reply and
said we should allow married policewomen
on the Police Force., This already had
been put into effect, but he did not know.
It was one of the poorer speeches I have
heard the member make in this House;
he has done much better on other occa-
sions. I believe his speech was poor be-
cause it was based on poor grounds.

The honourable member went on to
say—

However, when information is given
in a hole-in-the-corner fashion the
Commissioner of Main Roads and
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other bureaucrats can give advice to
the Minister and then speak in c¢on-
fidenee to a member of the Opposition
saying different things.
I take exception to the honourable mem-
ber referring to the Commissioner of Main
Roads as a bureaucrat.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: Why is that?

Mr O'CONNOR: The Commissioner of
Main Reoads is an extremely competent
man who operated under the previous
Government and under our Government.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: But he is still a
hbureaucrat.

Mr O’'CONNOR: He is always prepared
to listen and if necessary make any alier-
ations which may be necessary. I helieve
it is an insult to him.

Mr Barnetl: Do you not know what a
bureaucrat is?

Mr Sodeman: It was the way the mem-
her for Morley put it.

Mr O'CONNOR: The preferred exten-
sion route will save 16 acres of river over
the previous proposal, In over 20 vears
a great many investigations have been
carried out on this proposal. The Stephen-
son plan was the first such investigation;
the Leader of the Opposition was involved
with the preliminary investigation of
another study, the PERTS report; and, a
select committee which later became a
Royal Commission also studied the pro-
posal. Witnesses were given full consider-
ation, and the Royal Commission made ifs
recommendations in 1972, In Apri], 1973,
the Labor Cabinet adopted the corridor
plan, realising that the highest priority
was the continuation southward of the
Kwinana Freeway. I emphasise that this
decision was taken by a Government of
which the member for Morley was a sup-
porter; yet he comes forward after all
this, saying we have done nothing in con-
nection with the matter.

I refer now tc the people he would
like to call before the Bar of the House.
I accept that they are all very capable
people, but when the honourable member
spoke in support of his motion he gave us
no details of any of these people.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You should know
all about them.

Mr O'CONNOR: T intend to tell mem-
hers about them. Obviously, if the honour-
able member had known his subject he
would have done so at the time. The
first is Miss Alison Baird, a retired lecturer
in plant ecology from the Western Aus-
tralian University. As a matter of interest,
although this has no bearing on the mat-
ter, she did not appear before the Royal
Commission.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: If it is irrelevant,
why mention it?

Mr O’°CONNOR: Much of what the hon-
ourabie member said had ho bearing on
the subject, so I believe I am entltled to
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take the same line for a few moments.
The next person is Dr Brian Logan, senior
lecturer in geology at the University of
Western Australia, and an adviser to the
Department of Environmental Protection.
The next is Dr Byron Lamont, lecturer in
biolegly at WAIT. Another person men-
tioned is Mr L. Tilly, private consultant
engineer, who has property in the general
area. Another is Mr G. H. Playford, a
technician at the University of Western
Australia; he also has property in the area.
Dr Edward Maslen, a reader in physics at
the University of Western Australia is the
next person referred to; again, he has
property—unless he has disposed of it in
the last few menths—in the general
locality. I continuz toc quote the names of
these people—

Professor Martyn Webb, Professor of

Geography, W.A. University.
Councillor Paul Ritter, Private plan-
ning consultant.

Mr Harman: Any comment?

Mr O'CONNNOR: The member for May-
lands can make his comments later.

Mr Harman: You were not very com-
plimentary to the first woman you men-
tioned.

Lir Q'CONNQR: I said they were all
good people,

Mr Harman: You tipped the can on the
first one you mentioned.

Mr O'CONNOR: What did I say?
Mr Harman: You read Hansard.

Mr O'CONNOR: Here we have the up
and coming Leader of the Opposition
pushing his way forward all the time and
making interjections when he does not
even know what was said. I eertainly hope
he gets the position he is seeking.

Mr Harman: You are embarrassing me;
I am really touched!

Mr O'CONNOR: It will be a fortunate
day for us if the honourable member gets
the position. I eontinue to quote the names
of these people as follows—

Professor D. D. O'Connor, Professor of
Environmental Studies, Murdoch
University

Mr Gordon Barrett-Hill,
Consultant Engineer

Mr Lauchlan Miller, Head of Depart-
ment of Civil Enginezring, WAIT

Whilst they are geod people, those who
have been omitted by the member for
Morley have had a lifetime of experience
cn roads.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You can add them,
if you like: don’t leave it all to me.

Mr O'CONNOR: Obviously the member
for Morley did not want to involve people
who had had experience in that ares.

Mr A. R, Tonkin: You do not want them
to come before the Bar of the House.

Practising
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Mr O'CONNOR: Quite frankly, I do not
want any of them to come before the Bar
of the House, because it would be a waste
of time on their parti, and it would bhe
wasting the time of this House., Had the
member for Morley not brought the motion
forward we would not bhe wasting time
debating it now.

It was obvious that both the member
for Morley angd the Federal Minister for
Transport were playing petty party poli-
tics in an issue that is vital to the people
of this State. What they have done is to
delay the southern extension of the Kwin-
ana Freeway which will result in traffic
congestion in an area, and which will be
a disadvantage to the people south of the
viver; and we will not forget to let them
know this at the appropriate time,

I helieve that what we should do is to
et on with the job, because this issue has
now become extremely urgent. There is no
need whatsoever for the motion. It is a
waste of time and if we proceed with it
I hope we do not have too many speakers
on it, because not only will we be wasting
the time of the House but also we will be
wasting the taxpayers’ money. I say that
because the party to which the honourable
member belongs is endeavouring to deny
the people of this State something to which
they are entitled. If we are forced into
holding an inquiry, in the interests of Wes-~
tern Australia and the public generally
we should not do anything further. There
have been enough inqguiries into this mat-
ter; so if we are forced into holding an-
other pne let us get it out of the way as
quickly as possible and, as far as I am
concerned, I say let us get the motion
out of the way now. I oppose the motion.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.04 p.m.):
I wish to speak briefly on the motion. I
do not want to become as emotional as
the Minister did in making his remarks:
not that he said anything of any con-
sequence, but I thought he may have fol-
lowed a line of reasoning parallel with
that taken by his counterparts in the
Federal sphere when they brought a mat-
ter before the Senate recently and when
they realised how that exercise was a waste
of time. However, demmocracy should be
preserved, especially so far as this House
is concerned.

Nevertheless there is no doubt the situ-
ation has changed somewhat since the
House last met and since the member for
Morley moved his motion. I do not think
it was moved in a fit of pique or with a
determination to try to embarrass the
Government. In fact, it was quite the op-
posite. The object cf the motion was to
help the Government and to provide a
platform so that Parliament could hear
the views of the people who have been
mentioned. I must confess that until 1
heard the Minister give us the details of
their backgrounds I was not familiar with
all of them, but one would be somewhat of
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a dunce if one did not have some know-
ledge of what they have done in the com-
munity generally, as g few of them are
quite gutspoken.

I would have voted for the motion de-
spite the fact thai I did not know what
type of evidence these people would be
giving or what their action would be in
regard to the motion. If another inguiry
is required by the Australian Government
it peoints to the lack of co-operation he-
tween this State and that Government.
Surely to goodness {f all the inquiries that
have been detailed by the Minister when
replying to the motion have been held; if
they are as comprehensive as he wouid
have us believe, then what evidence is
there left? Further, if the Government
requires money from the Australian Gov-
ernment surely a proper case should have
been submitted to the Australian Govern-
ment; one that would have been accept-
able to it thus obviating the need for any
further inquiry. I want to know why this
has not been done in the intervening period
between April and the present.

Mr O’Connor: I visited the Eastern
States to see Mr Jones and to show him all
the documents available, but he had com-
mitted himself.

Mr DAVIES: When?
Mr O'Connor: Last June.

Mr DAVIES: In that case I have the
answer and I do not want to pursue that
line of questioning any further. However
the fact remains that before the Australian
Government is prepared to make money
avallable for developments of this nature
—and I point out there is considerable
concern throughout the world at present
as to whether freeways are desirable—.it
requires an Impact statement, and as far
as I know no impact statement has been
prepared efther by the Australian Govern-
ment or by the Department of Environ-
mental Protection In Western Australia—

Mr O’Connor: It has heen.

Mr DAVIES: —and this seems to be one
of the essentials in seeking money from
the Australlan Government.

Mr O'Connor: The Department of En-
vironmental Protection has submitted a
document; it has been given to the Com-
monwealth people.

Mr DAVIES: Is this the one we have
been seeking?

Mr O'Connor: I could not tell you at the
;ngment, but we gave them full documen-
ation,

Mr DAVIES:; There seems to be a reluc-
tance on the part of the Government to
supply Information i{o Parllament ang as
no moves are being made at present we
might justifiably ask these people who are
listed in the metion to appear before the
Zar of the House and let us have the
benefit of thelr knowledge on a matter
which 1s creating a great deal of concern.
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I believe it 15 an insult to the people of
Western Australia who are seriously con-
cerned about the development of our city
that this suggestion is not acceded to, The
Minister takes it the other way. He con-
siders it is an insult that we should want
the motfon or the inquiry to proceed.

Mr O'Connor; We would have proceeded
with it already if the Australian Govern-
ment had not intervened.

Mr DAVIES: In this day and age people
are adopting attitudes different from those
they adopted 20 years ago, particularly
when it c¢omes to bullding freeways and
extending cities heyond what we consider
to be liveable and reasonable limits. The
Minister seemed to take exception to the
fact that he had lunch with the Common-
wealth Minister, and alfhough he had
heard that an inquiry was to be instigated,
the Commonwealth Minister made no an-
nouncement of it until late in the after-
noon. But why was the Minister so coy
about not asking Mr Jones what his Inten-
tions were? If he believed that this was
something that could happen, why did he
not try to defend his case when he had
the Commonwealth Minister sifting next to
him at lunch and when he was no doubt
fn an amiable mood?

Why did the Minister wait until the an-
novncement was made—when he could
have prevented it—and then criticlse
people whom he believes were Instrumental
—although he has no proof—in getting Mr
Jones to appoint a committee of Inquiry?

Mr FCennor: He was not in a very
amlable mocd.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister might have
been able to take his mind off that subject
and steer it in other directions.

Mr O'Connor: I doubt it very much.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister for Transport
had the Federal Minfster alongside him,
but he sald he was too coy to ask the
Federal Minlster questions. I cannot believe
that of the Minister for Transport, who is
an aspirant to the leadership of his party.
1 cannot believe he would let an occasion
like that go by. His claim that he took
exception to the way the Federal Minister
acted does not hold water with me.

I had no intention to speak in the debate
on this motion; I am doing so because of
the manner in which the Minister for
Transport attacked the very genuine efforts
of the member for Morley whose attltudes
to guestions of this nature are well known.
That honourable member s always very
highly motivated in matters of this kind.

It was because the Minister for Trans-
reort scemed to deery completely everything
the member for Morley was trying to
achieve, every opportunity he took to prove
how demccracy should work, every advan-
tage that could come from bringing the
people proposed in the motion hefore the
House, and all the good that could come
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from an inquiry such as the one proposed
by the Australlan Government, that I felt 1
had to speak in the debate.

Recently I saw a reference by the Prem-
ier, who seems to be in the hahit of making
statements ltke this irrespective of the
departments concerned, that he was happy
with the inquiry proposed by the Austra-
lian Government, provided it paid the ex-
penses and did not cause a furore.

We have before us an opportunity to
proceed and obtain expert knowledge, and
to ascertain what the people mentioned
have to say about this question. When
those people are hefore the Bar of the
House members need not remain in the
Chamber If they do not want to. Perhaps
members opposite would be ashamed to
take this course of action because of the
result of the move by the Liberal-Country
Parties in the Senate of the Australian
Parligment when they questioned wit-
nesses on proposed overseas loans.

Members are not compelled to remain in
the Chamber if they do not want to hear
the witnesses being questioned before the
Bar of the House, but I say that an oppor-
tunity should bz given to the people men-
tioned to present their views. To question
taem privately, or to say that they told us
something or other, is nowhere near as
good as obtaining evidence from them
when they are before the Bar of the House.

I believe this is a reasonabile motion, and
1t was well motivated. It could provide the
House with the opportunity to hear expert
opinion. and thus to declde whether the
decisions initiated by the previous Govern-
ment, and taken by the present Govern-
ment, have any merit. I support the motion.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [9.14 p.m.]:
Very briefly I would like to Indlecate the
manner in which this mofion has becn
delayed in the House. Parllament went in-
to recess for three months, but I do net
say that all members were on holidays
during that time, although some of them
might have been. This gives us an Indiea-
tion of the way in which this Parllament
operates, when we see the motion coming
up tonight for debate, months and months
after it was moved. That also indicates
how Inefficlent Parliament is.

I do not believe that the best way to
examine these witnesses is to bring them
before the Bar of the House. But if they
were brought here through the action of
members I can assure them that they
would not have a rough time from me,
and we on this side of the House would
certainly not be laughing at their accent
as did Liberals in the Senate recently.

The reason I suggested that the persons
mentioned in the motion should be brought
before the Bar of the House is that we do
not have a committee system which enzables
us to examine such people. In using the
term “bureaucrats”, T am not being abusive,
I think it is a descriptive word. Some
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bureaucrats will say one thing to the Min-
ister, and another thing to me in confi-
dence. I am not suggesting that they will-
ingly say different things on different
occasions; it is a question of giving
answers to different queries. Perhaps the
Minister asked the bureaucrats a question
which was marginally diffierent from mine,
and so it required a different answer,

However, If the Minister and I were to-
gether at an Inquiry, and there was an
apparent contradiction then both of us
would hear the contradiction. Immediately
one of us could follow up with a further
gquestion to clarify the matter. It is very
easy to get stories which are significantly
different when we gquestion people or talk
to them at different times.

In my opinion if this Parlament is to be
anything but a mockery and a rubber
stamp of the Executive, then we should
adopt a proper committee system. This
motion was moved in lieu of a proper com-
mittee system.

I do not believe there has been inter-
ference on the part of the Australian Gov-
ernment. That Government is providing
the money, and this money belongs to the
people of Australin, It is not the money
of this Parliament. As the Australian
Government is ralsing the money and is
charged with spending it, it has a responsi-
bility to see that it is spent wisely.

We operate under a Federal system of
Government. It is not right to say that
the Australian Government overrules this
Parliament, any more than we can say that
we get the money without reference to
the Australian Government and thus this
Parliament overrules the Australian Gov-
ernment. 1 agree that the Federal sys-
tem of government is a very irksome one,
and naturally conflicts between the two
tiers of government arise. In the first
place the State Government should have
held an oven inguiry and not the secret
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
inguiry.

Mr Rushton: That Is totally untrue, be-
cause it was not a secret inquiry. The in-
guiry was conducted in accordance with
the Statutes, and there was public end
open discussion,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Does the Minister
say that inguiry was not a secret inguiry?

Mr Rushton: All the evidence obtained
at that inquiry has been brought here.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Even according to
the definition of The West Australian
it was a secret inquiry. The members
of the Press were not permitied to be
present.

Mr Rushton: That is rubbish.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I would say the
Minister is flirting with the truth., If
that was not a secret inquiry then I would
like to know his definition of a secret In-
quiry. I know the evidence has been
brought here, but that is not the same
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as having the people concerned before the
Bar of the House giving evidence at an
onen inguiry.

Mr Clarko: There are disadvantages as
well as advantages in holding secret in-
quiries.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If the honourable
member wants to be a success he will have
to concentrate harder on his job as Gov-
ernment Whip, without interfering in
matters he cannot understand.

Mr Clarko: That answer is not an in-
talligent one. You are trying to say some-
thing clever, and perhaps you are still
feeling the after-effects of influenza.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: I believe there
should have been a proper open inguiry.
Even if the inquiry was conducted under
the requirements of the Statutes it was
still a secret inquiry. I believe the time
is long past when this Parliament should
have the means to satisfy itself on matters
in a proper way. One way of achieving
that is to be able to examine openly, and
nott secretly, civil servants and bureau-
crats.

The fact remains that all over the world
the construction of freeways is being gques-
tioned. Increasingly all over the world
people are beginning to wonder whether
freeways are necessary.

For anyone to say that because the
Leader of the Opposition was on a com-
mittee 20 years ago those on this side of
the House are bound, when all the para-
meters have changed in those 20 vears—it
is a completely different ball game now—
and also because the Carridor Plan was ap-
proved we are to be bound by those deci-
sions for evermore means he must be blind
te the fact that the world is a rapidly
changing place and we have far more
doubts about such things as freeways and
private transport than we ever had many
years ago.

All this motion attempted to do was to
bring to the Bar of the House people
I thought could make a contribution. I
did not include in the motion all those
people I would like to question, such
as Mr Aitken, the Commissioner of Main
Roads, because I thought such a move
would be seized upon by the Government
at once as being something which could
not he folerated. I believed that the Gov-
ernment would say these people would have
a hard time. Because I did not call him
does not mean 1 did not want to hear from
him, and there was nothing to stop the
Minister adding any name he desired. He
has the numbers; we do not. The Govern-
ment’s argument that only one viewpoint
would be given does not stand up because
in actual faci the Government could have
added anyone’s name it liked if it felt a
more composite view could be developed.

To get back to the whole basis of the
argument, we must have a proper method
of inquiry. I do not think this is the best
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methad, but it was the only method avall-
able at the time in the absence of a proper
committee system.

Finally we must remember that when-
ever this Parliament makes a decision that
decision must be regarded with a jaundiced
eye by men of goodwill because this Par-
liament is not elected on a proper basis.
It is elected on electoral laws which 1
regard as dishonest and which contrive to
give a predetermined result. We cannot
expect people to have the same kind of
resnect for the decisions of this House and
another place, which has always been con-
trolled by conservative forces, that they
would have if the Government were pre-
pared to be honest and allow electoral
decisions to be made by the people instead
of in a predetermined fashion.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes—16
Mr Barnett Mr Harman
Mr Bateman Mr Hartrey
Mr Bertram Mr Mclver
My T. J. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr Carr Mr Taylor
Mr Davles Mr A. R, Tonkin
Mr H. D. Evahs Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Fletcher Mr Moller
(Teiler)
Noes—23
Mr Blalkle Mr O’'Connor
Sir Charleg Court Mr Old
Mr Cowan Mr O'Nell
Mr Coyne Mr Ridge
Mrs Cralg Mr Rushton
Dr Dadour Mr Shalders
Mr Graydep Mr Slbson
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Sodeman
Mr Laurance Mr Btephens
Mr McPharlin Mr Watt
Mr Mensaros Mr Clarko
Mr Nanovich fTeiler)
Pairs

AYes Noes
Mr T. H. Jones Mr Young
Mr T. D. Evans Mr Grewar
Mr Bryce Mr Thompson
Mr May Sir David Brand

Mr Jamleson Mr Crane

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

HEALTH
Mercury Content in Fish: Speaker’s Ruling

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): In
regard to Order of the Day No. 8 1 advise
that I have sighted a copy of a writ issued
out of the Supreme Court of Western Aus-
tralia between Norman Eric Baxter as
plaintiff and Arthur Raymonhd Tonkin as
defendant, It appears to deal with matters
relating to the motion and in my opinion
this motion is therefore sub judice under
Standing Orders and debate on it could be
prejugicial to the course of, and declsion
in, a pending court case.

I direct therefore that the Order of the
Day be placed at the botitom of the notice
paper and not be proceeded with until the
case is finalised.
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COST AND QUALITY OF LIVING IN
COUNTRY AREAS

Inguiry by Royal Commission: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 30th April,
on the following motion by Mr Carr—

In the opinion of this House, a
Royal Commission should be estab-
lished to investigate matters adversely
affecting the cost and quality of living
conditions in country areas of W.A.

The House proposes the Royal Com-
mission so that difficulties and disad-
vantages of Hving in non-metropolitan
areas can be carefully and impartially
aralysed and recommendations made
as to appropriate action towards
creating more equitable living condi-
tions for people in all parts of the
State.

The House further agrees that the
terms of reference for the Royal Com-
mission should be as wide as practie-
able to enable a comptrehensive study
of many diverse factors.

In particular, the terms of reference
should include provision for:—

1. An examinaticn of price
structures operating in
country areas in comparison
to metropolitan prices to de-
termine whether any form of
improper or unfalr trading
practices or excessive marking
up of prices is ocecurring.

2. A consideration of medical
and other welfare facilities
available in couniry areas
with particular attention to
be focused on determining
the most appropriate means
of providing free travel to
Perth for persons from all
parts of the State requiring
emergency or speclalist medi-

cal treatment or remedial
education facilities.
3. An examination into the

widespread country feellng of
isolation and neglect to at-
tempt to isolate and reduce
the causes of such.

4. Conslderation of what are
minimum requirements of
transport facjlities to and
within country centres and
how they should he provided.

5. Consideration of how best to
promote decentralisation
through reglonal community
development and regional
economic development,

ME McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [9.28
p.m.]: The motion before us calls for
the House to agree to the establishment
of a Royal Commission to investigate
mafters affecting the cost and quality of
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living in country areas. 'The motion refers
to country areas in all parts of the State
from one end to the other.

The terms of reference in the motion
are very wide ranging indeed, covering all
areas referred to in all parts of the State,
I believe that such a commission would
involve & great deal of time and would
incur considerable expense.

I agree with the sentiments expressed
by the mover of the motion. I consider
there is need for an inguiry of some sort
te investigate the cost of living in country
areas, but I belleve it s imperative that
there he quicker action taken than would
be possible under a Royal Commission.
People in the areas affected must have an
opportunity to make subinissions; recom-
mendations must be made quickly; and
this would not be possible If a Royal
Commission were appointed,

When the mover of the motlon was
speaking on, T think, the 30th April,
I interjected and said I thought these
matters could be handled by the Consumer
Affalrs Bureau. In view of the concern I
have for the delay which would be Incurred
in the process of an investigation by a
Royal Commission—and members on this
side of the House have expressed some
concern—I intend to move an amendment
to the motion for conslderation by this
House. I belleve my amendment will ex-
pedite the intentions of the motion and
provide a quicker result for the people in
the affected areas.

Amendment to Motion

1 therefore move an amendment—
Delete all words after the word
“House” in line 1 with a view to sub-
stituting the Iollowing—

All matters relating to the pro-
vision of goods and services to
rural communities of W_A. should
be referred to the Commissioner
for Consumer Affairs, in order
that he may examine and report
on any Iimproper, discriminatory
or unfair trading and on any lack
of services or facilities,

In moving the amendment I wish to refer
to a document covering a survey con-
ducted by the Consumer Affairs Bureau
into the Pilbara region. The report con-
sists of 95 pages and contains in the
vicinity of 20 recommendations. When I
spoke to an officer of the Consumer Affairs
Bureau and asked him just how long it
would take to carry out an investigation
into a particular area he said it could be
done in a matter of weecks, It would not
be a matter of six months, nine months,
or 12 months, which is the time that could
be taken by a Royal Commission. The in-
quiry could be carried out end a recom-
mendation made within a matter of weeks.

The inquiry covered by the report which
I have in my hand took a little longer
because of the distances which had to be



[Wednesday, 20 August, 1975]

covered in the Pilbara, A total of 19
recommendations were made after an in-
vestization took place covering all aspects
of living conditions including the cost of
food, clothing, and transport.

Mr Harman: Do you know how long it
tcok to carry out that particular investi-
gation.

Mr McPHARLIN: I beijeve it took a
couple of months.

Mr Harman: It took nearly 12 months.

Mr McPHARLIN: The process could
probably be streamlined in areas which
did not involve such vast distances as were
encountered in the Pilbara.

Mr Harman: That inquiry was the
result of one of the first decisions I made
as Minister for Consumer Affairs. It was
completed about two weeks heiore we went
out of office, and took about 10 months to
produce.

Mr McPHARLIN: A similar inquiry into
living conditions in rural communities
could probably be speeded up to a great
degree.

The mover of the motion mentioned the
cost of certain foodstufis, and referred to
the cost of bread in the town of Wyalkat-
chem. I got in touch with the haker at
Whyalkatchem in order to check out the
figures quoted by the honourable member,
and I have a copy of a letter which was
written by the baker and addressed to the
Manager of ABC Channel 2. Apparently
Channel 2 had conducted a survey of food
prices in certain towns, and Wyualkatchiem
was one of the towns mentioned. The
price of uncut bread was 37¢ a loaf and
for sliced and wrapped hbread the price
was 4lec a loaf, yet It was claimed that
bread was being sold at 50c a loaf.

On checking the priess it transpires
that the baker is selling bread at the cor-
rect price of 4lc for a sliced and wrapped
loaf and if a price of 50c was paid the
bread certainly did not come from the
bakery. The bakcr had writien to the ABC
requesting that the correct price be made
known,

When referring to the cost of potatoes
the mover of the motion mentioned
Busselton. When I made inquiries through
the Potato Marketing Board 1 discovered
that an officer from the department had
been in the Busselton area only recently.
The claim was made that the cost of
potatoes in Busselton was about 58c¢. It
was not stated whether the potatoes were
washed, unwashed, or whether they were
in 5-1b bags or in 10-lb bags. The infor-
metion supplied to me was that the price
of 5-1ks of washed potatoes at Busselton
was 56c on the day that the officer was
in the town, However, that was a special
line and another shop had 5-Ib bags of
washed potatoes out for 67¢. Unwashed
potatoes varied between $1.11 and $1.19 per
10-1b bag.
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I made further inquiries regarding
costs at Collie. A 5-1b hag of washed
potatoes at Collle cost 62c. Again, that
was & spécial and another shop was selling
the same quantity for €7c. The price for
10-1b bags varled between $1.17 and $1.22.
The point I am making, of course, is that
the prices move up and down and do not
remain static. Some shops put out
specials to bring people into the premises
hoping they will buy other goods., I think
I have indicated that costs do vary from
place to place. The Consumer Aflairs
Bureau is well equipped to go Into these
matters and examine them in greater or
lesser detail as is required. As I have
sald, I was told that a report could be
made in a matter of weeks.

Transport costs in country areas are
always subject to criticism. That eriti-
cism applies to both rosd transport and
rajil transport. I understand that the
Director-General of Transport is conduct-
ing an inguiry at the present time and
that a report is to be made available in
the very near future regarding the
efficiency and cost of transport in a num-
ber of areas of the State. I am not sure
a5 to whether the investigation covers all
areas of the State, but I belleve the report
will be comprehensive. It will cover trans-
port patterns, various items of isolation,
and the tfransport of perishables.

The mover of the motion also mentioned
the isolation and neglect which is part of
the envirorment and part of life in cer-
tain parts of the State. We are all aware
of these problems and we agree it is de-
sirable to try to do semething to alleviate
the Isolation and feeling of neglect ex-
perienced In these areas. I do not know
that a Royal Commission would have any
effect on that aspect or change the situa-
gion of those people, wherever they may

e.

We need to give people better services
in all aspects of living to help to take
away the feeling of neglect and isolation.
This matter can be covered by the Con-
sumer Affairs Bureau. We should give
people incentives by ensuring they receive
fair prices for their products to provide
the income they need for a good standard
of living. The allowances under the tax-
ation system help the people in the norih
and should be continued.

Education is another aspect whieh 1
think the bureau would be able to caver.
It has done so in the report I have before
me. It has also made some investigation
of and comments on medical facllities,
I understand from the Minister a report
will shortly be received on investigations
the bureau is conducting in several
country areas.

I go aleng with what the honourable
member is seeking by way of an ingquiry
into matters which adversely affect the
cost and quality of living, hut I think it
needs to be done as quickly as possible in
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view of the way costs are going up in all
directions. We can see from the Federal
Budget which was presented last night
that increased costs will have an impact
in all parts of the State, and I believe
a move of this kind should be expedited
so that we can obtain a report and re-
commendations. An inguiry by a Royal
Commission will be no different from an
inquiry by the Consumer Affairs Bureau.
The Government may or may not act
upon the recommendations. I hope other
speakers will support the amendment I
have moved.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [9.44 p.m.]:
I zppreciate the remarks made by the
member for Mt. Marshall hut I do not ap-
preciate the length of time he devoted
to what I believe is one of the most im-
portant matters to come before this House
for some considerable time. For a pre-
vious Leader of the Country Party and
a present member of the Country Party
to spend something like five or six minutes
on a motion of this importance leaves me
almost speechless.

Mr Grayden: You have the obvious solu-
tion; why talk ahout it?

Mr HARMAN: What the ex-Leader of
the Country Party said completely missed
the whole point of the motion because
what the motion refers to is the
guality of life of people living in the
country.

Mr Grayden: The member for Mt. Mar-
shall would have more knowledge of
country areas than you have.

Mr HARMAN: The fact that country
people pay 35¢ or 45¢ for a loaf of bread,
or that they have to, do this, or that they
have not got that, is only part of the pro-
position. The real “nitty-gritty” of the
motion is the quality of life of people
living in the country. I am afraid the
member for Mt. Marshall has completely
missed that point. I hope that when I
have finishzd my remarks he will reconsider
his position.

The Minister for Consumer Affairs has
suggested I have no experience to talk
about people living in the country.

Mr Grayden: I said the member for Mt.
Marshall would have more knowledge of
country areas than you have.

Mr HARMAN: I spent some years liv-
ing in the country. As a matter of fact,
I have spent half of my life in the
country. I went to school in York and
after coming to Perth I returned to the
country for a further 11 years, living in
such places as Wyndham, Derby, Broome,
Port Hedland, Geraldion, Kellerberrin, and
Kalgoorlie, just to name some of the major
centres.

Mr Coyne: That was a decade ago.
Things have changed since then.
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Mr HARMAN: Since that time I have
made several journeys back to those places
and I am quite aware of what has hap-
pened.

Mr Coyne:. Fleeting visits, I would call
them.

Mr HARMAN: The ex-Leader of the
Country Party suggests the best method of
dealing with this propesition is through
the consumer protection bureau. That
bureau was set up to protect the interests
of consumers, mainly in matters affecting
business or trade dealings. I am at a loss
to understand how the consumer protec-
tion bureau—

Mr Grayden: If is not called the con-
sumer protection bureau any longer. It is
called the Consumer Affairs Bureau. Thsz
scope of the department has been wid:nead.

Mr HARMAN: Whatever its present
name, I cannot understand how that par-
ticular organisation would be able to re-
port on—

A consideration of medical and
other welfare facilities available in
country areas with particular atten-
tion to be focused on determining the
most appropriate means of providing
free travel to Perth for persons from
all parts of the State requiring emer-
gency or specialist medical treatment
or remedial educational facilities.

Nor can I see how that bureau will con-
sider—
. . . how best to promote decentralisa-
tion through regional community de-
velopment and regional economic de-
velopment.

Nor can I see how the bureau would be
able to report upon—

Consideration of what are minimum
requirements of transport facilities to
and within country centres and how
they should be provided.

On reading the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Geraldton it is rather obvious that
the kinds of matters he wants to have
investigated are beyond the scope of the
Consumer Affairs Bureau.

I said in my opening remarks I could
appreciate the reasons that the ex-Leader
of the Country Party advanced his amend-
ment. He knows very well he has been told
by the Liberal Party that in no way will
it support the motion moved by the mem-
pber for Geraldton. One has only to look
at the record of the Liberal Party.

Mr Laurance: A wonderful record!

Mr HARMAN: When it comes to motions
moved by the Opposition calling for in-
guiries by Roval Commissions or members
of this Parliament, on every occasion the
Liberal Party has refused the inquiry for
which the Opposition has asked. In this
case the Liberal Party is consistent, so the
Country Party had to find some way of
getting out of this situation.
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The Country Party knew the attitude of
the Liberal Party. Its members did not
want to vote with the Labor members of
this Chamber to ensure that the people
who live in the country would have some
Inquiry into the quality of life in country
areas. That is how the situation stands.

I would Hke to develop this theme of
the quality of life a little further. It is
an important matter in today's world,
and assumes greater importance to the
people Hving in the country. However, one
of the facts of life Is that nowadays pecple
are becoming alienated and estranged
from the “system”. People reireat into
themselves hecause they cannot identify
either with Government, local authorities,
their work, or even, in some cases, with
thelr own communities.

When Liberal Party and Country Party
members hold a conference to determine
matters relating to their policy, various
motions are passed at these annual or
biennial conferences. However, these
motions have no influence at all upon the
parlinmentarians of the Liberal Party or
the Country Party, because they are not
bound to support those motions.

Mr Laurance: Thank God!

Mr MclIver: Depending on which way
the wind is blowing at the time.

Mr HAEMAN: That Is the very attitude
I was attembting to explain. The mem-
ber for Gascoyne said that he thanked
God he did not have to take any notice
of the motions passed at annual confer-
ences of the Liberal Party and the Country
Party. These motions are passed by mem-
bers of the party in the hope that some
improvement can be effected in various
areas.

Mr Laurance: You know that when
Trades Hall pulls the string you jump.

Mr HARMAN: As I pointed out the
other night—

Mr Laurance: All you say is, “How high
will I jump?”

Mr HARMAN: The whole policy of the
Liberal Party is to keep everyone at arm's
length. Its parliamentary members be-
lieve they know what Is right for the
people.

Mr Clarko: You tell your people what
to do,

Mr HARMAN: The attitude of the
Liberal Party and the Country Party is,
“We have g divine right to rule. We know
what is richt. We do not want the people
of Western Australia to become involved.”

Mr Laurance: You signed the pledge.
You do not represent your electors at all.

Mr HARMAN: “We will not even allow
the members of the Liberal Party who pay
their fees each year to make declsions
which will affect us.” The member for
Gascoyne says, “Thank God”, to that!
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Mr Clarko:
robot.

Several members interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER: (Mr Blaikle):
Order!

Mr HARMAN: If Government members
keep golng, they will put their feet in it
further, and I will be quite happy to help
them do so.

Several members interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I
think the best course for the member to
follow is to continue his speech.

Mr McIver: And a fine jobh he was
doing!

Sir Chearles Court: That is loyalty for
you.

Mr HARMAN: The point I was en-
deavouring to make is that when it comes
to a guestion of politics In Western Aus-
tralia, the members of the Liberal Party
and the Country Party are not really in-
volved In the decision-making processes
of government.

Mr Sodeman: That is your opinion.

Mr HARMAN: This happens even
though the Government is composed of
members of these partles., I its members
feel alienated from the Liberal Party and
the Country Party, how must the people
living in the country feel when they have
no opportunity to present their views to
the Government through a Royal Com-
mission? They would like to tell a tri-
bunal the way they would like to live their
lives in country areas.

Mr Laurance: They
member of Parllament.

Mr HARMAN: It was this very matter
that I wanted to bring to the attention of
the member for Mit. Marshall. He is say-
ing that he would like to see an inquiry
initiated, but he does not want the people
living in country areas to take part in it.
He would like to see a public servant—
the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs—
travel around the different country towns
and then return to report to the Govern-
ment. Incidentally, the commissioner
would he asked to report on matters that
are really beyond his province, I believe
that the member for Mt. Marshall is ask-
ing the commissioner to undertake some-
thing beyond his expertise,

Mr Laurance: The Pilbara report com-
ments on health.

Mr HARMAN: It is a little unfair of the
member for Mt, Marshall to ask the com-
missioner to take this action.

Mr Grayden: The situation in the Pil-
bara and the Kimberley has also been
investigated.

Mr Laurance: Have you read the report
on the Pilbara? It goes into health and
transport matters.

You might as well be a

can go ito their
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Mr HARMAN: What has happened to
that report?

Mr Grayden: Have you read the one on
the Kimberley?

Mr HARMAN: No, I have not. Has it
been tabled?

Mr Grayden: No, it has not been tabled.

Mr HARMAN: I have not had much
chance to read s report that has not been
tabled!

Mr Sibson: That is what the Minister
was wondering about.

Mr HARMAN: In the whole process of
alienation, when a person is alienated or
estranged from government, he becomes
apathetic, disinterested, and in some cases
despair results. The member for Gerald-
ton moved this motion to ensure that
people living in country areas become in-
volved in an inquiry which will affect thelir
future livelihocd. I do not care whether
such an inquiry would take 12 months or
two years, as long as it is an inguiry in-
volving the people, and one to which they
can present their case. We need to bring
to such an inquiry all the expertise which
is available in this State, iIn any other
State of the Commonwealth or in any
part of the world.

I am sure that similar inquiries have
been conducted in other parts of the
world in similar societies, and the result
of such inquiries should be made available
to the Royal Commission. I am quite
hopeful that as a result of such an in-
quiry we will see a greater sense of in-
volvement and an improvement in the
present situation.

Unfortunately it is quite obvious from
the atfitude taken by the Minister for
Consumer Affairs that this very noble and
practicable motion moved by the member
for Geraldton will suffer the same fate as
every other motion for an inquiry moved
by the Opposition.

Mr Grayden: You can have full con-~
fidence in the Consumer Affairs Bureau.

M;'r HARMAN: I have every confidence
in it.

Mr Grayden: It does not appear so.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs is missing the point. I am
saying that a Royal Commission will give
people living in country areas an oppor-
tunity to present to a tribunal their views
about many facets of life in country areas.

I do not questlon the Commissioner for
Consumer Affairs; he can make his in-
quiries, However, 1 want to see proper
sittings scheduled at every possible country
town so that people can go along and
tell the Royal Commissioner how they feel
about things in their own towns,

Mr Sibson: Do you believe they should
have proper representation?

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr HARMAN: I do not respond to that
interjection.

The ACTING SPEAKER, (Mr Blaikie): I
think it would be better if you addressed
the Chair.

Mr HARMAN: The interjection is inane.

Mr Sibson: Are you saying that you
believe they should have proper repre-
sentation?

Mr HARMAN: Of course they should
have.

Mr Sibson: Why do you grizzle so much
about the representation they receive in
Parliament? You are quite happy to take
that away from them.

Mr Bertram: You represent a country
electorate, dow’t you?

Mr HARMAN: I will not waste my time
on that.

The next point I want to make is that
the alienation to which I have referred
also occurs in the work force. This has
been referred to on many occasions for
quite some time. Even shortly after the
industrial revolution it was pointed out by
thinkers of the time that because of the
way goods were churned out by mass pro-
duction work became impersonal and
workers became alienated from their jobs.
In recent times we have heard a great
deal said—and in some places we have
seen action taken in this respect—about the
involvement of workers in the decision-
making process in their place of work.
Where that has accurred there seems to
be a reriewal of interest amongst the work-
ers; job enrichment takes place, job
satisfaction s obtained, and there has
been a reduction in absenteeism and also
to some extent a reduction in unemploy-
ment. Of course, production is also im-
proved.

The great thing about the concept of
worker participation is that it makes the
worker aware of what he is doing. No
longer is his job impersonal because he is
involved each week in the decision-making
processes of the firm by which he is em-
ployed, whether that decision-making be
in regard to production, forward plan-
ning, safety requirements, the hours of
work, or even the rate of pay. The im-
portant aspect is that every individual is
involved.

What I want to see is people who live
in the country being involved in the pro-
posed inquiry. This is one of the prob-
lems at present. These people have be-
come alienated, isolated, and estranged;
and when that occurs they become apa-
thetic. I do not know whether the mem-
ber for Mt., Marshail spoke on behalf of
the Country Party or on his own behalf,
but I would have hoped that he would
realise that the motion moved by the
member for Geraldlton deals with the
quality of life of people in country areas,
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and that their quality of life is under
severe challenge in this State at the very
moment—

Mr Sodeman: You can say that again.

Mr HARMAN: —mainly as a result of
the matters to which I have referred pre-
viously: People have lost all inierest in
government as a result of the actions of
this Government. They are apathetic be-
cause the techniques to become involved
in the process of government are not
available to them angd, because the sys-
tem has become so impregnable to them,
they have opted out and have become
disinterested and full of despair. Apathy
has set in.

Mr Sodeman: Do you think the mem-
ber for Geraldton is genuine in respect of
this motion?

Mr Bertram: Of course he is.

Mr Sodeman: Is that so? Did he men-
tion super subsidies, petrol subsidies, edu-
cation subsidies, or telephone subsidies?

Mr HARMAN: That is the sort of in-
terjection one expects from members of
the Liberal Party. This is what they do in
order to defend their cause; they cast
slurs upon members whe move motions
of this kind. I have seen the member for
Warren and the member for Collie time
and time again get up in this House and
move motions concerning the industries in
their electorates, whether they be in res-
pect of coalmining, dairying, apple grow-
ing, or timber.

Mr Sodeman: You haven’t answered the
question.

Mr HARMAN: They have risen in this
place and moved motions with a sense of
dedication and sincerity because the mat-
ters involve the people who live in their
electorates. The member for Geraldion
moved this motion in the same fashion,
and he moved it because he is concerned
about the quality of life in country areas.
But we have a member of Parliament who
has been in this place for only some
short 16 months— :

Mr Sodeman: How long has the member
for Geraldton been here?

Mr HARMAN: —who represents a coun-
try area—Pilbara—and he will vote against
this motion. He will vote against the
holding of an inquiry into the quality of
life in country areas, and yet he repre-
sents a country electorate. That is a nice
attitude, I am sure, When the electors of
Pilbara realise what sort of member they
have, and when the people who live in
Tom Price and other such towns in which
there is very little involvement in decision-
making processes realise what sort of
member they have I am sure they will be
very interested in him. I am sure they
will be very interested in the attitude of
our newly arrived member for Pilbara,

Mr Watt: At least he doesn’t call them
idiots llke your deputy leader does.
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Mr HARMAN: I presume that remark
was made by the member for Albany.

Mr Watt: That Is right.

Mr HARMAN: I take it that the mem-
ber for Albany will also vole against this
motion which calls for an investigation
into the quality of life of people in coun-
try areas. 1 do not know whether he in-
tends to make a speech, but it is quite
rare for him to do so in this place.

Mr Clarko: Why don’t you rubbish a
few people?

Mr HARMAN: However, I am sure the
people of Albany will be interested in the
attitude adopted by their member on such
an importent matter as this which would
prevent the people of Western Australia
being alienated, isolated, and estranged,
and would prevent them from becoming
apathetic with regard to their involvea
ment in the decision-meaking processes in
this State.

Mr Sodeman: You are right, of course.

Mr HARMAN: Of course, this suits the
members for Albany and Pilbars, and the
members of the Liberal Party, generally.
I did not think it suited members of the
Country Party, but apparently it does. Do
you know why it does, Sir? They do not
want to see the people having anything
to say in the process of government. They
like to keep people at arm’s length; they
like decisions to be made in their own
narrow circle of parliamentarians, and by
the inner circle of Cabinet. In some cases
they do not even want members of Par-
liament to be involved. Certainly they do
not want financial members of the Liberal
Party to make decisions which are binding
upon them. They say, “Don’t involve the
financial members of the Liberal Party or
the flpancial members of the Country
Party in the decislon-making processes of
this Government.”

Mr H. D. Evans; The Country Party par-
liamentarians don’t have much say, either.

Mr HARMAN: My colleague, the mem-
ber for Warren, has pointed out that even
Country Party members of the Cahinet
were alienated from the decision-making
processes. The former Leader of the
Country Party pointed out—I think it was
in The Albany Advertiser—that they were
outnumbered nine to three in Cabinet.
This is the basic philosophy of the Liberal
Party and it is achieving its aims by not
allowing any sort of inquiry in Western
Australia which could enable people in
country areas to become involved—

Mr Sodeman: You have a short mem-
ory.

Mr HARMAN: —in the decision-making
processes of Government, The people
want to have a say. Is there something
unusual or extraordinary about that? Why
cannot the people who live in Mullewas,
Wiluna, Southern Cross, or Carnarven
have a say in some of the matters which
affect them?
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Why should not these people be able to
go along to a Royal Commission when it
sits in their towns and put forward issues
which should be taken into consideration?
If this were done in the major country
towns of Western Australia, then and only
then would the people become more in-
terested in their way of life. Such slight
involvement—not major, but slight—would
be to their benefit and may even influence
the Liberal and Country Parties to adobt
a process by which their own flnancial
members became more involved in their
political parties.

Mr Grayden: How do you explain the
Labor Party’'s aim to cut down represen-
tation in this Parliament?

Mr HARMAN: I will not take up the
time of the House by going into something
like that.

Mr Laurance: I bet you will not!

Mr HARMAN: I am sure that after we
have finished debating the Electoral Dis~
tricts Act Amendment Bill, the Minister
for Labour and Industry will know the
reason for our attitude on this issue.

Mr Grayden: You still aim to cut down
country representation in this Parliament?
How would you reconcile that with what
you are now saying?

Mr Davies: We want egquality for all
citizens.

Mr HARMAN: The alienation to which I
have referred and which is occurring today
not only in country areas but also in the
metropolitan area stems from a lack of
involvement on the part of the community,
whether it be lack of involvement in gov-
ernment, in their work, in their com-
munity, in their authorities or, in some
cases, even In their families.

For geographical reasons, many people
must commute long distances to their
place of employment, and ofien wives and
hushands are separated for long periods
because the husband 1s working in another
part of the country. In many cases, when
children first enter the work force, they
must leave home and live near their place
of employment; principally, they leave the
country districts and move to the city.

All these factors tend to alienate the
families within themselves, and t¢ me that
is not a good thing. As I say, Australia
seems to be a nation of commuters, tra-
velling to and from work; this fact tends
to alienate members of families. I would
have thought the Government would adopt
a very different attitude from the one it
has taken; I suggest that it reconsiders
its attitude. I do not helieve the Con-
sumer Affairs Bureau or its commissioner
has the ability to cover all aspects raised
in this motion and I do not think it is
proper for us to ask them to make a report
on these particular matters or on any
other matters ralsed by other members; for
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that reason, I am not in accord with the
amendment moved by the member for Mt.
Marshall,

I believe if members opposite really ex-
amined the motion moved by the member
for Geraldton, they would see that what
he is saying is that he wants an inquiry
into the quality of life of people living
in country towns. He does not want an
inquiry solely into the price of bread,
tinned meat, beans, or whataver it may be:
he is not proposing an inquiry solely into
medical facilities, isolation, education, or
deceniralisation, He is proposing an in-
quiry into the auality of life, and ecalls
upon people who live in country areas to
become involved. For those reasons, I ask
members opposite to reconsider their atti-
tude towards this motion.

Dehate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Laurance.

House adjourned at 10.15 p.m.

Wegislative Assrmbly

Thursday, the 21st August, 1875

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15pm., and read prayers.

MEMBER FOR GREENOUGH
Resignation: Letter

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I have
to announce the receipt of a letter of res-
ignation from the former member for
Greenough (Sir David Brand). The letter
reads as follows—

Parliament House,
Perth, W.A., 6§000.
21 August, 1975.
The Speaker,

The Hon. Ross Hutchinson, M.L.A.,
Legislative Assembly,

Parliament House,

PERTH, 6000.

Western Australia.

Dear Mr Speaker,
I hereby submit my resignation as a
Member of the Legislative Assembly
in the State of Western Australia, to
take effect as from the ahove-men-
tioned date.
Yours sincerely,
DAVID BRAND.

Seat Declared Vacant

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [2.17p.m.}; Consequent upon
the letter read by Mr Speaker, I move—

That owing to the resignation of
the Hon. Sir David Brand, KCMG, the
seat of the Member for Greenough be
declared vacant.



